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The fuUuwiug Memoir i« extracted from the Journal 
and Letters of the late Loveday Hcnwood, who, though 
the posicsscd very few advantages from education, way 
deeply taught in the school of her Redeemer; and it 
is therefore believed, that these simple records of her 
experience, may prove edifying and confirming to some 
whose chief desire is, to seek first the kingdom of heaven 
and the righteousness thereof. Since such may learn from 
cue who has trodden the path before them, that (although 
it be through much tribulation and trial of their faith,) 
they may, through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, made 
meet for an inheritance in the kingdom of everlasting 
rest and j>care. 




Tub »en»e oT ihls lun^uBEe has oflon in Ihls way 
bfpn nddreuieiJ onto ine, In the secret of my »oul, that 
I *hoi>ltJ bear testimony in wiitiiig to ihe goixlnf 
loriti^ kiriilnetiA of the Itatil, and of the way in 
nie about and in'tructed nip. Th 
> as a duly when 1 was about twenty-s 
, but from variuiiB cause* I have neglected 
ilt| except In a few thiiig!i oecnsionBlIy noted down, 
and I would say tiiy di«obedli;i 
mhca been cau.ie 

I the Lord, de<ire to 
«nto His Holy Name, 
fortcd and ecicoiirag-ed, in 
■nd deliverances of (ho»e who are ffone before, and who 
■re at rest in eternal hnhitntlons of blessed ne**, and 1 
now write u ilh a desire liiat thoie Into whose hands this 
may fail, nisy be induced, If they are Blrangers lo God 
«nd living in forfretfulne** of Him, to consider their 
Ki]'*, and lie tltrrcd iip la seek llie Lord while He may 
he. found, and to call upon Hlin when the uncompro- 
•nimtig voice of tlie Spirit I'listens in the mind this eon- 
vielidii — all ia not nell. If this be their engagement 
iWy will not be turned empty away, f;ir the rigiiteous 
l«rd Weill r>ghleDU»ni-ss and none ev=r sought Him 
Should Uii* littlu book full into the hundi of 
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those who are following after righteousness, may they 
be encouraged to hold on their way, and although their 
path may be through deep waters, and a state at sea- 
sons be experienced comparable to this, ''When neither 
sun nor stars for many days appeared, and no small 
tempest lay on them, and when all hope of being saved 
was taken away :" when the poor mind is cast down in 
the remembrance of its many infirmities and short com- 
ings, and when the unwearied adversary of our peace 
brings into view its transgressions as a cloud, and its 
iniquities as a thick cloud ; yet let them even in this 
state of darkness, " Trust in the Lord and stay upon 
their God." Let them hope in His delivering arm, for 
V He will make darkness light before them and crooked 
things straighi." 

I w as born in the parish of Cubert, in Cornwall, on 

the 19th of 8lh month, 1788. 1 remember when a very 

little child to have thought it wrong for any to be absent 

from attending, twice on each first day, the chiAch (so 

called) for worship, looking at some, who 1 thought 

had no excuse for absence but disinclination. The spirit 

of the Lord began to draw my mind in love to Jesus 

Christ, when very young, but I did not then know what 

-it was that melted my little heart, and brought it into 

tenderness and love. '' When I was a child, I thought 

as a child." I well remember one day being made 

sorrowful when thinking of the unkindness of the Jews, 

amongst whom Jesus Christ was, '' That the foxes had 

holes, and the birds of the air nests, but He had not 

where to lay His head." At the same time feeling 

much love and tenderness to Him, I said in my heart, 



If Jeaus was here now Ht* should have mj bed to »leep 
IN, (becBuse I IhouglU it the best) and I would sleep in 
Btiivther. At lliis lender age, being in the g;arden alone 
aDtl very sorrowful on ai^eount oftiie evil 1 knew tliere 
U'snin the world, 1 Raid, oil! naughty Adam, oil ! naughty 
Eve, «hy did you do that which wbs forblddL-n. ko 
thnt «n the evil and all the trouble that are in ihe world 
arw in contiequeiiFe of your didobi-dience : I would not 
have done so if I had been in your place. Thus 1 re- 
flecleil on Adam and li^ve, nnd was very sad. 

I «ould wish to l>e particular in writing down Rome 
remarkable occurreuees of my childhood, and the gra- 
cious vt'ilaliouK of Ihe Lord In me in my lender year?. 
My hvart has Iwen bowed l>efore the Lord and my soul 
poured forth in ihanli^giving at ihe remembraiiee 
thereof, and I have said, 'I'hou hast culled me from my 
Iiirlh to be 'i'hy servant. I think 1 was about eight 
years old, when attending a meeting of the ^Vesleyans, 
Ihe *ermon was on the Hutft-rings and death of Jesus 
Christj 1 WB» melted into much tenderness and weep- 
ing,Rnd grcul love was begotten in my heart nnlo Jesun 
aad unto God. It increased more and more, so that my 
Hffeclions were changed and my coniluct also. My 
friends called nie In derision the little MelhodisI, biit I 
knew nothing of names. It has been remurktible to me 
lh« way in which my heavenly Falher first wrought on 
my lender mind, that lie drew me unto l]ini»eU> «lul 
from llie "Lo! here ixClirist; or, lo! he Ix ihere;" 
reviwliiig himself in spirit, and showing me that those 
(htil wornhip lliin, must worship Him in xpirit. I knew 

IifiUrrupLion lo this love. My soul breathed unto 



gintiing nor end; neillier hod I ^talel! lime* For 
tion, nor do I remember bowing the outwnrtl ki 
of this highly lUvoureil season, for to bre; 
Go<i was my life and breath. So that, a* I hare alreaiij 
Mid, I knew nolhin;,^ of beginning or 

I du not well remember how Iniig I continued in tLJ 
favoured state, perhaps, between two and three yean^ 
My mother would set me some little employment, 
when we n-ere alone I used to ask her to leil m 
uliout the Prophets and Apostles, and Je^us Chri» 
which she readily did, for she knew the scriptures well 
My little heart woidd breathe rorlli unto God 
jaice in Him, to hearof all his wonderful uorks to il 
ehildren of men. liistend of joining othei 
play, I would sit on the threshold of the door for bfti 
light, and read the bible until nmonlight 
seasons. My love increased both for tlie souls and bodi 
of people, and manifested itself in little acts of kiw 
iiesi, according' lo my age. If I heard 



r take the holy name of God 



the ho« 



wful and 



pour 



in vain, I would go luttj 
forth my soul unlo 
pplications, tbr the. 



in strong menial 
deiiiption and salvation. 

Oh! the engagement of my heart i' 
to agony at limes, on behalf of my dear mother, thai 
Uie might be saved, fur 1 knew that she 1 

I according to the course of this world. Dear ctiiJdren,. 
whose minds may be visited hy your heavenly Falhi 
love, and brought into much tenderness, labour al 
ability no I only to pray Cor yourselves, but for olhe; 

, also, and especially for your dear parents, for y 
kho.ur shall not be in vain in the Lord ; of which ( cai 
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teitify to my unspeakable oomrort, and of w!iii;li I hope 
hetvafter to write mare particularly. ! reniuiuberone 
(fey an eiJerly woman, who waa a Melhodiiit, iiinl ol 
*hom I was Ibnd, a^teil me if I knew my sIim iW- 
given ? 1 answered her, I did not believe tliut any onu 
on earlli could knoiv liiat. Hhe said, then yon are u 
Culrinisl. 1 really did not know what that meant, nor 
ditl 1 know any thing of" t!ie " plan of sjlvatiou," na 
mep »omelimes' eupresa themselves. My litllu heart 
wu mtrlled by the love of God, druwn unto Ilioisell' 
nnd fillet! iheruwith. I haled und mourned over that 
which was evil, and loved arid delighted in that which 
was good. 

My fir»t declining from this njiiritiial Wi.lkiug »uj 
eiuseil by the unwearied adversary of all good, induc- 
ing' mo to louk at others. ( began In look at ihe Me- 
thodiitf, that ihey kneeled down and made prayer^). 
I began to reason almut it, that 1 had not done so, but 
M they did it, it mual, I thought, assuredly he right, 
r but t knew not how to do il, lor, a<t I have hclure oh- 
nervetl, I knew of no beginning or ending to prayer. 
1 re<{iiette(l my dear mother to buy a hook lot me (hut 
bull prayers in it, which she readily did. \V'hen I bud 
okluiiied my book, I retired alone and kut-eleil down to 
pray, 1 read tbem over and lelt disappojkled, my iiiinil 
waa Dot comforli'd or ret'reibed, hut I slill conlinueil to 
tu« my book, because 1 would do as others did; llia 
practice, how ever,. brought leanness into my aoul, and 
llwl holy lervour towards God, which bad prevailed, 
nbnleiJ and declined as 1 continued (bus to act. 
I Tbrougboul this highly favoured season I bad kept ull 
^^ftfe^erciics uf my mind in my heait, Uiul what wii« 
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known to Btiy one was from the visible cfannge in mjj 
outward conduct. Ohl my dear young Friends, t In] 
ciiildren of Friends, you are highly favoured, 
heavenly Father mercifully instructs you, by Hi 
<lwel!ing v. ord and through His servants, " That He '*} 
a Spirit and those that worship Him, must wonhij) Hintj 
in spirit and in truth. " The word i-i nigh unto yoit, 
even in your mouth and in your hear), that word which] 
reproves (or evil, and is a swift witness against 
doings. This, in other words, is the light of Jt 
Christ, who Himself declares, " I am the Light of ttw" 
world." This light shines in the dark heart, am 
manifest there the works of darkness. Oh ! take heed 
unto it and turn not from it, for wherein thou turnept 
from the Light, Ihou lurr.est into darkness, perplexity, 
and sorrow, for thi; hlessetl Redeemer has declared, 
" If, therefore, the Light that h in thee be dirknesi- 
how great is that darkness," Oh! may you walk in 
ihe fear of the Lord, that you may give in your account 
with joy and not with grief. 

About this time I was put from home to school, and 
the faniily with wliom I lodged lived after the customs 
and fuihionsof this world. I received neither reproof 
nor instruction of a religious nature, I soon drank 
into their spirit, and could go their lengths in folly. 
When about sijiteen years of age I was placed aa an 
apprentice to a dressmaker, in 'I'ruro. 1 was heullhy 
and blooming, and being naturally of an aiFeclionate 
disposition, and open, candid, and cheerrul, I soon be- 
came the object of flattery, I was exceedingly vain 
from the constant besetment of flatterers, both men and 
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Ftttber, although I mw Him not, ojr acknowledged 
Uiiu In i»y wayx, He kupt me from dangers leen and 
unwen, lor many were the snares laid tor my feui. 
And oh I may 1 never forget tile tc-nder murcy of the 
God and Father of Sjiiril*, in the gracious provision of 
care Ukerit which he rtiied u]> fur me. I was placed 
«■ ft boirder, in a respectable Methodist family, the 
muter ol* the house being a cluas leader. Although, [ 
wu ekceedingly vain both of my person and dress, yet 
did 1 keep much at home, alone in rny lodging, writing 
HUd reading, except the needful hours of work. I 
^*e remembered with a measure of grateful feeling 
to the Preserver of my lite, that in my most extreme 
vanity, for 1 was very pioud and vain, I was preserved 
under fi strong sense of delicacy and propriety of 
coniluct. But it pleased my great and holy Master, to 
cut aliort tny mad career. Truly I can say, the race 
It mt to the Kwil^, nor the battle lo the strong, for oh I 
Ibe simple means in the hands orOmnipoteoce made 
me of to elFecI this great change. I was then about 
eighteen years of age; the fasliioiiabie mode of females 
dress then, was to appear very slender, so in order to 
help my appearance in tliis way 1 wore no pockets, 
but hud prepared tor myself a little bag, which I fas. 
liJiMxI as it was Hmall under my frock, in order to take 
wjr money or tliinihle to the work room, and stooplDv 
under the table to lake up something, I drew up my 
frock to preveut stepping on it, in doing which my little 
bog appeared. A sick young wouiun sitting in the 
room, the ouly person then with me, said " Don't you 
wear pocketx, Loiredsy." As soon as I saw the litile 
■, and heard these words, I was tilled with horrur, 
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no powerrul even tii in a moment, was the cor 

my miml, or ihe folly, the emptlnej^, the madneii^i 

hwll' un hour before, waa strenglhemiij my vanity 
Ihe adrniralion oT my person, felt now {o deapi: 
How often bast Thou slcppetT thort my vain giiiriiuif, 
Piirent of Good ! by Thy blessed, poiterful, reproving 
Spirit. B'rom that time I bcq;an to dress plainer, being 
reprovetl in my own heart, from teason to season, anil 
Ibese reproofs were pointedly against dresji, so that I 
could not wear any superfluity. For some years belbre 
I became a member of the Methoclisl society, I re^ti. 
lurly attended their meetings, anii often whilst in ihem 
has the spirit of judgment sat over my mind, reproving; 
and condemning past IransgreKsions, and inviting to 
newness of life. I have been made very sorrowful 
at these seasoti-i. 1 did not know il was the love of my 
heavenly Father, revealed through Jesus Christ, in thw 
invitation to return and live according In the language 
of scripture, where it saith, " Why will ye die, O 
house of hrael :" but too often 1 was like (he natural 
min, beholding hia face in the glass, " He goelh his 
way, and straightway forgettelh what manner of man 



The Methodists were kind to me, and often invited 
me to their more select meetings for the society ; but 
in general 1 steadily put by the inrilation, saying, 1 
would not beaMelhodist until I wasagoodone, feeling 
in my mind a great abhorrence of an appearance of 
sanctity, which I did not really possess, in the begin- 
ning of the year, 1814, there was what was called a 
gieut revival of religion In the Methodist society. , 
Persons, in meetings lor worship, being convincetl of I 



•;n, anil iheir i]i>lreBii of iirnd becoming great, tl:i-y 
called aloud on llie Ixird for iiiercj'. VVhiUl in tin: 
ntevting' I (liougbt it very irrHliotiul, and uti bee Dining 
a pince of woriihip ; Indeed, I lii'spined it in my hf arl, 
coitfidertng it ineun and low. 1 have tliought, [mrliuj)', 
ibr Uie humiliHiion uf my proud npirit, I wu* niyvell' 
•OOD after brought into lliii>, an ! deeiited, despicaliliT 
naif. Being- ut a meetinjf of thi* bind, t fell my miiiU 
much broken down under a »'en:'e ol' ingratitude In my 
Maker, from wliom I h»d received nothing but mercy 
Bnd gocxlneiti, and Ibrbtiiriini:!.-, c^vfii IVnin my iiilaiicy, 
and ill return I lind forgotten mid rebelled iigHin<it Hiiiii 
UDdvr a ^vwe. of iUU I wn< tilled wiili M>rrow tiiid 
BjfOny uf ■pirit, ihua uflected it was irresi-tible In ii't.', 
and ui> the iiioim Piialinist li.ta expreit.-eil ii, so did 1 
roar uloud for the di-^qiiietudt! of my «oul. J liiivu 
tliaiighl, iK-rliiipi, I never sliould have made a piililit 
aekmwWgruient uf llm S;ivi«iir, if I liad not Im-cii 



iL-li )iov*erfu] wny> Tlie l^oid 
K lieiit, and lie ran aitil bis judgnicntiand 
ccording to our need, Ibr 1 wa« iielf-willed 
About the llib uf 5lh inoiilb, IH14, I 
itjber oftlie Metbudist >o.'ieiy. / ^ai not 
nest at Hr~t, until I bearil of aome wIiom? 
given, then I lelt an earncslnets ul' ojiirit 
'ireptalde tu (Sod, by forsaking tbut wbicb 
waievil and sei'king todo well, ar.d was favoured from 
•eanin lo Beason «ith refrenbliig goodncs*. My em- 
filciyiiienl vias dreHsinntting, and [ had several giil* 
uwler my onre u»appreni!ce». In the year 1815, 1 (ell 
nty henveidy Mauler rerjnlred al my linndi tu biive tliu 
•criplurcii reiid in my fuinily duily. 1 d.J not know nt 



tiunibled 
Ieiiows Mliat i 
^Iiia niercie* a- 
and [itoud. 
became u mf 
much in en: 
Oin* were Ibi 
tn becnine a< 
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that time, of any family having the scriptures read in 
this way. It brought over me a great exercise of spirit, 
and much $:eeking to the Lord for strength and direction. 
I greatly feared my dear mother would oppose it, as 
she ut«ed to say she did not like for people to make 
much ado about religion, I also shrunk from the girls, 
although they were well-behaved, yet were as thought- 
less as I had been before them. But the Lord helped 
nie and we begun our reading on the 3rd of 7th month. 
The girls read in turn each morning ; often has my 
soul been refreshed as with the dew of heaven, whilst 
tl)ey have been thus engaged, and from the fulness of 
my heart have I been led to speak to them of the things 
Uiat belong to their peace; often have I found the 
truth of that declaration, *• He that watereth shall be 
watered also himself." 1 did not at this time know the 
blessedness of forgiving love. I could not adopt the 
language of David as my own, though I had been so 
mercifully visited. I could not say, *' Blessed is the 
man whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is co* 
vered, or blotted out," but my spirit was earnestly 

• 

seeking after reconciliation with God the Father, 
through Jesus Christ, His well'beloved Son. I most 
sensibly felt that vain was the shadow without the sub- 
stance, that nothing could satisfy my immortal soul but 
the knowledge of my sins forgiven, and the " Holy 
Spirit bearing witness with my spirit, that I was a 
child of God." For this did my soul labour, and with 
many tears and supplications I besought the Lord, that 
that vihich hindered might be removed ; for I knew 
that the hinderance was in me, a poor, guilly, mi>er- 
able, and undone creature, and not in the goodness and 
IVee mercy of God. 



I continued in lhi« way for some lima, and after a 
while WM remarkably assisted to cii4 myself ivliolly 
U|K)n fiod, lo pive U|i my w ill continually, nrid often lo 
cry, "■ O Lord ! I will have no will of my own : Oli ! 
gave me iVoni my own will." Oh ! llie simple, depen- 
dent Rtiite into which my soul was broug;ht ; 1 Telt as 
hanging' on ihe Omnipotent arm, and the language of 
my spirit was- 

■' Take me, body, spirit, son!, 
Only Thoii, pusaeT.! tliu Kliole." 
I coiitinned a few days in Ihis state, and one morninj"', 
|K)oring out the desires ofiny soul in earnest su|>pljfa- 
Ijon, and almot-t at that time ready lo say, "Oh! 
wretched creature that 1 am, who shall deliver me," 
fiW my foul waa in ileep Iravail to witness the hlewed- 
new described by the Pvulnjisl, " Blexsed is the man 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered." 
J fell in a moment, yea in the twinkling of an eye, my 
•oul was free from the burden of aiti, and jigliled upas 
by the candle of the Lord. I was filled wiih light, 
love, peace, and joy. 1 looked up to heaven with 
humble boldness, and cried " Abba, Father, my Lord 
tind my God," Iceling that He was become my recon- 
ciled Falher, through Jesus Christ, my Iti^deemer. I 
lelt ut ihal moment, if I had ceased lo live, 1 should be 
received into thai blissful habitation, where the inhabi- 
tants shuli not say, " I am sick." " Bless the Lord, 
oh my soul! and all that is within me bless Mi.s 
holy name." Hoaa after this it was laid on me, as a 
<luty, to pray with niy family mornings and evening*. 
Thii was indeed a cioss froni which I long shrunk, 
and ollen went sorrowful for disobedience. I saw u 
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beouly ill liolineai, and my s»ul longed ELfter it. ; I Tclt 
nt tljat Tuvoured time a ivilliri^neaa (or all tlie world la 
n-e every lliniiglit Lhnt passed within my heart, could it 
liave been laii! ogien. It was with me aWa to covi 
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Hhe tiili; 



others, fteViLg in my o 
the l>est of every thin 
niid li:ibillty to turn as 
kit. B^-ins one .lay 






?.fectio:i* of 
on to think 



r, lent 



e ri^ht hand or to lliB 
illemaii's hou^e, there 
were nu a visit two or (hrue little girlii, the L-hildre 
a gentleman wiin was a Quaker. I do not renien 
ever seeing or hearing anything qI" Quukers until that 
lime, hut 1 felt :ny mind sweetly drawn lo li)vi> (hese 
dear children. There wan so much simplicity of man- 
iter. drefn, and language with ihem. 'I'he lady of the 
houne entered into conversation with me about thene 
jieople — liow they did not allow haiitisni or the laird's 
■upper (as she called it). A* soon as she hhd expressed 
herself in ihi^ way, 1 felt my mind afl'ecied, and in a 
remarbahle manner slrenglhened to reject baptism and 
the supper, as not being essential to salvntinn. 1 saw 
indeed ihey were but the shadow, not the substance. 
] felt hI<o thai 1 had neilher sh:ire nor lot in lhe«e 
things, for my Heavenly Father had taught me llial J 
must nar»1iip Him in spirit- 
It was ten years after this before 1 knew much of 
Friends or their principles. I had very many paiiifnl, 
trying seasons, to pass through, hul the Lard led 
iiie graeiously on, whilst I comiititted into His care 
both Boul and body. My mind was brinight under a 
tender concern about making gay and fu^hionable 
ploymunt viiit much in this way. 



workiTig For ladie*. I laid il herore llie Lord in miich 
prayer, pleading ihat He knew llie situation I was in, and 
that I le had bleswd mt: in it, and desiring ibat He would 
mercifully direct my steps, and order my goings, well 
pleasing anto Him, and ia mercy, lei me know His holy 
will. I became fully iiatiiified it wa.i my duty <o attend 
diligently to my busineM,a9 well as tube fervent in spirit, 
believing, that my heaveniy Father, bad placed me in 
■ ■iluRlion, and receiving, aa from His gracious hand, 
t things which were given me tu do. Oh, how 
I has the Lord God Almiglily, np]ieared for niy 
t^and I have received the fuvoura as from His im- 
ittte hand, with a sen>ie of grateful feeling and 
iBtion udIo Him, who was, and is, the God of my 

There was kept in the Wesleyan meeting Itouitc, a 
finrt day nchnol, in which 1 became one of the teachers 
of the girk Many sweet, and humbling, and refresh- 
lag teuwins, have 1 been favoured with, whilst engaged 
in this Iniportaal work of instiuclion. One day, when 
about to attend the school, I feit in a remarkable man- 
ner Mripped and poor, and not lohave one word on any 
subject of instruction, for the dear children. I retired 
in ft humble depending spirit, imploring; helji of Him 
nlio is a present help in erery lime of need, and whilst 
favoured in tliis way to desire help, these words were 
handed me, in the feeling of life, " If ye, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
ntwch more shall your heavenly Father, give the Holy 
llrit to them that wk Him." 1 was slrenglhuned by 
I. living portion, and praised the God of all my 
iciea, who had condescended to henr my cry. 1 



Btlentled the school in ihis poor stripped xlate, but wonla 
were inercirully given me, and many of the dear 
dren'a minds were much tendered. After a time, 
that had the principal iiianiigement ofthe school, wished 
the children to be instructed, and brouglit forward ii 
alnging. I at once telt this would leail off from al 
simplicity; their llllle minds were so taken op will 
singing', ami the desire to sing well, and to be approve*! 
of 'in it, that they became puffed up. I had objected 
lo this from the li»>l, but it was thought, it woiiM be 
benelicial to the school, and so it might, in a teitiporol 



ered it a 



hool, and so i 
way, but in any other "ay, I ci 
did not feel free to attend the school much after thi 
Somewhat about this lime, my mind being tried by 
person, I felt in my heart, I freely forgave him, but 
one day, when I retired to bow in setret before the 
Lord, the circumstance just mentioiiei!, came 
striking manner before my mind. Whil"! looking at it, 
I began to conclude, although I feel 1 cannot resent 
the unklndness, I certainly ought lo appear lo do sn, 
After a little, 1 bowed my kneea under these feelings, 
but, alas ! the Heavens were as braai ; 1 had nothing to 
tlesire, nothing to say ; this appearanre of resentment 
lay before me rs an impassable gulC. I wept, and 
eganb to think, I was hardly dealt with ; that alihou^ 
in my heart I did not feel resentment, 1 was not alluvreil 
to hold, even the appearance of*. Whilst thus reawn- 
ing, these words came with power to my heart, if 
thou hast aught against thy brother, " Leave there thy 
gilt belijre the altar, and go thy way, first be recon- 
ciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gi/\J 
I was tendered and humbled, and felt the evil, of evei 
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I tile appearance oT evil, and which n'e are ailmonislicil 

] to Bbatain fi-om. 1 was made sensible, that wtiile hold- 

I iag the appearance, a measure of the unholy ctisjKisiliort 

i nticessarily accompanied it. Hatred, malice, ill will, 

I wad all uakindaess, hovierer Tairly glossed over, I have 

I ever since most sensibly felt, are incompatible with true 

I love, and that if any measure of this, ia clieriahed in my 

heart; if only an unkind thought of my brother; (it 

I nuy here be asked, who is my brother? the wholti 

ice, lor God iias made of one blood all the 

\ ^Idren of men ;) therefore, if 1 hold in my heart, an 

Ukind feeliog towards any one, in vain would It be 

> attempt to worship Him, who ia of purer 

\f than lo behold Iniquity, with the least allowance. 

6od is love — universal love. 

After being a member of the Wesleyan society a 
few years, some of the members, that wera high in 
profession, and for whom I had a most affectionate 
regard, believing them to he pious, devoted Christians, 
were shown to bs of a contrary character. Being 
myself young in the r»ce of eternal life, I looked much 
to these, an advanced far in the Christian course. 
Some glaring inconsistencies, were made known, iii 
tiieie very persons, and such as had been of long stand- 
ing. Great offences arose in consequence, and many 
tender minds were grieved. Oh ! 1 have remembered 
the words ol the Lord Jesus, " It jiiust needs be that 
offences come, hut wo 1 to that man by whom the 
offence conieth." This was the first shaking of my 
ijiuid ; 1 staggered greatly, looking so much lo the 
crenture, and teltpainrully disappointed, in these, whom 
I had thought almost perfection. Thus I becaii 



and faint id my mind, and was lo much grieved, pofi 
plexed, Hrid tried, that, forg-elling my true and livi(i| 
tiuide, I became weak and Taint, and shorn of I 
RjtirituHl ener|!;y in whii'li my soul had lived. Soon a 
this, I was suffering froiii tooth ache, for which a pet 
advised me lo smoke tulmcco, and 1 accordingly did m 
with some little difficulty. Feeling relief, I re 
it several times, and found it took off my attention from 
a great deal of unpleasant feeling, and restless i 
(]uietude, which I felt within, from having negligenllj* 
eeaiied to persevere in the path of Divine Life, 
linued this fiwlish indulgence for some years, much t 
the hurt of my soul and body. This simjile thing, i 
some may call it,ivas a curse to me, inasmuch as 
as 11 barrier between me and my Got!. It was an indul.i 
gence, a gratification of the flesh ; often when I have' 
taken the pipe to smoke, has the judgment of the LorA 
arisen in my soul, and I have almost trembled, and" 
have said in my heart, I know I cannot go to heat 
while I continue this practice. Then have I cried, i 
Lord, help me ! but, alas, the besetment was so strong^i' 
that as often as I made the resolution, so often did I 
break it. So I liccunie full of misery, wretchedn* 
and lorrow. The Lord is a jealous God, and will not 
give [lis glory unto another, and my heart was taken ' 
up with this idol. I omitted to say, that when I felt 
negligent of spiritual things, I withdrew from being 
member of the Wesleyan society; always feeling i 
abhorrence of appearing outwardly, what I did not fetl' 
inwardly, and I knew 1 had backiilidden in my hearty 
from the living God. 

In this time of great misery, 1 went from one place 



of {lublic worsliip lo another, BOinetimes lo tlie Cliurch, 
<Bo called) sometimes to the Methodists, llien 1 111 ought 
tbe Gryanites were more devoted, and atleoded their 
meetings. Thus I we»t from place to place, desiring 
■trength to overcomR this which did oppress me. 

About the year 1825, a young woman who lived in 
Iheneighhourhood, and who had for some time attended 
Friendi' meelinga, begun to call occasionally at our 
house, tmd would invite me to go to the Quakers' 
meeting)'. As 1 have said before, I knew little of 
Friends, and being in the miserable state 1 have just de> 
•cribed, I have eomeiimes said to her, " If I feel free 
when I get iuio the street I will go with you, if not, I 
•ball not go;" feeling «o disquieted that I knew not 
wh«re to go. Generally, when 1 attended tlieir meet- 
iag», 1 was broken down, and made exceedingly sor- 
rowful for niy miiidoing in the one particular indulgence 
— ^mokiog; for when I endeavoured lo pray to the 
Lftrd, this iras uppermost, as a bar that kept me from 
npeniance and peace, and thus did 1 go about in great 
miiery. Oh! innumerable are the times i have re- 
•Otml to cease from this sin. 1 have thought, I will 
only smoke this day, or this week ; sometimes I have 
Ntid only lltin once, and I will never smoke again, fully 
determining in my mind lo keep to my purpose ; but, 
alas! my purposes were as broken bows. I have 
wept sore, have pleaded that others smoked, who were 
professing people, and it was no sin to them, why 
might I not be indulgeil also ? but 1 knew full well the 
gifing up in this particular was required of me, or 
ioevitable condemnation would be my portion. But 
bow Mtonishing is it, nolwilbstanding &11 this, so des- 



peralelf prooe to evil i§ ibe unrenewed heart, that 
(lid not withstand the temptation, but entered iuto 
with more greediness of miml. But oh! thewaiy'ii 
disobedience is a painful path, it is full of thorns ai 
briars. Oh! my holy, heavenly Father! I wouli 
prai*e Thy name, that Thou preservedest to ff 
■enses throughout this horrible Reason. Had it been 
season of total darkness, there would have been i 
condemnation. But this was the condetnnatioti, ligl 
shining in my soul, condemning the works of darl 
ness. The Light of Truth would arise with au( 
power in my mind, thai 1 sunk before it as a ci 
minal condemned at the bar. I groaned for delive 
ance, but could not place any dependence on my o« 
resolutions. At length, however, blessed be the Godi 
of my life! He did in love to my solI delive 
alihough as by fire. My family, before regula 
kind hearted, now became troublesome and disorderly, 

I have mentioned that I had felt the necessity 
reading the scriptures and family prayer, in the tima 
of humbleness of soul, and blessed be the Lord, Hb' 
had often strengthened and comforted me in 
engag'emenlB, And even in the seanon of my wretched. 
ness, I dared not fully give them up, but they wer»" 
attended to very irregularly, sometimes instead of thtr 
morning, in (he middle of the day, or in the sftemoon, 
and I was glad to have an excuse, to omit them alto- 
gether. But I was afraid of the judgments c 
Lord, and many times before I engaged in this duty, 
T have trembled, and hate felt as if the hand of the 
Lord was on me, nnd would as it were dash me 
pieces, if I dared refuse. I have been led to beli 
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tinee, Ihat there were some presenl, who were perha|M 
in tome measure, preserved frotn goin^ lengths in 
folljt which they would otherwise have run into. I was 
•eniibly sorrowful when I bowed iry knee-, nnd in 
lincerily imjilored mercy, whenever any thing afHictive 
or unpleasant occurred in my family, and I always 
thought within myself, I have cau^ied this by my 
wrelched departure from the Lord. Yet when trouble 
or distress eamc on me, 1 looked to no other refuge, 
but cried unto the Lord; and hlensed for ever be His 
holy name, ! remember the aeasono, and it has often 
caused grateful thanks to flow unto Him. When I was 
in trouble on particular occasion", He did graciously gend 
reli«r, and helped me in the time of need. Oh ! my 
adorable Father and my Kedeemer, njay I praise 'I'hee 
through time and eternity, for all ihy un<ipeakable 
mercies toward? me ; I would bow in reverence at the 
remembrance of them. 

I wB« at thi^ time engaged to be married, although 
ficquently wishing to give it up, which I had never 
done, whilst I enjoyed peace of mind ; but my friend 
coolrl not see it right, and afTection prevented his con- 
senting to it. He would frequently say, "If you will 
leure me 1 must bcur it, but I will not consent;" 
and I dared not without his consent, because our 
mgsgement was to stand, whilst we had the fear of 
God before u<. I often thought in this time of aliena- 
tion, I may surely give op my engagement, for I hava 
no religion now, thereFure 1 may be quite clear; but 
bleMed be the Lord, ills fear was not departed from 
roe, and His hand was heuvy on me, oflllmes breaking: 
down my mind before Him, and condemning my con- 
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duct. Thus was I kept by the Tear of God, firam 
giving up my engagement with this young' bmB) 
although I really believed we should never be married. 
I have since been led with wonder, to ailmiie the 
leadiugs of Divine Providence, respecting this afFair. 
My friend was unsettled with regard to outward cir. 
cuinstances, and as often as anything pleasing led ui 
to think an opening appeared for us to be settled, we 
were disappointed — (hua was my mind frequently 
harrassed and perplexed for eome years. I loved him 
as my onit soul, and Buffered much trial and opposition 
for his sake ■ but " hope deferred inakelh the heart 
aick." I have since been thankful for this friendship, 
as 1 believe, by Divine permission, it prevented me 
from falling into many eviU, for I would give my lesti- 
moay concerning him, as believing him lo be a sober, 
uprightyoung man — one who feared God, and avoided 
evil, I have known much of him, and his conduct, 
private and public, manifested that he walked in the 
<ear of the Lord — he was a faithful friend in admonish- 
ing, in reproving, in entreating, in condemning, I believe 
he is quite clear. My desire is, that all young mea 
who profess godliness, may at all times act ag becoiueth 
their profession, and neither in word, or action, take any 
liberty with those, to whom they may be inore par- 
ticularly attached. Oh! that all dear young people 
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I nwcb in consequence thereof, and I was frequently 
i^ig-ed lo sptnd sunie lime iti the country, to recover 
sta'eiigth. My friend had been removed for some years 
isiderable distance. About the 7lh month, 
1835, 1 received a letter from hini, to request my iiii- 
medtate coneent to be married. This was but a jii»t 
recjuest, for we had been engaged, I suppose, ten year?, 
and his hvin^ with strangers, and many other unplea^ 
BBDt things, seeiried to urge the necessity of it. He 
^al preacher In the Methodist soeiely. 1 had 
n aged mother, who was dependant on me, and living 
jjritli me, whom I sincerely Joveil — for ihis reason, I had 
a time to time put off being married, as I coidd not 
p ^i|tor to think of leaving her altogether unprovided Ibr. 
When I received ihe letter and read it, 1 was near 
fainting; 1 felt sorrow sink as a stone in my hear! — thii) 
was my feeling. 1 had a lender regard tor my friend, 
and the thought of beiiig parted from him, was as 
taking away my natural lile ; and to leave my dear old 
mother, who was much afSicted and unprovided lor, 1 
could not do; so ] nas torn In my mind, and was in con- 
stant sorrow— 1 could not answer his letter, or make 
my sorrow known to any one ; but ihe disorder of my 
spirits soon disordered my body, and brought on a 
painful ofi'ectiou of the knee, lo which I was subject; 
and not thinking of the evil constqueuce, 1 sat near an 
open window, and the cold air drove it from my knee 
to my stomach. Oh! how indeed does the sorrow of 
the world work death. Aly strength began to fail me, 
and 1 became gradually very unwell. 

About the latter end ol the year 1825, Elizabeth 
Fry was in t.'ornwall. Friends had built a new Meet- 
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iiig Hou»e, in Truro. She was al the opening of il 

wi)rahi|), at a large evening iiieeling. 1 knew vefl 
littli: of Friends al (hut time, as I hail only occosionaltj 
gone to their meetings ; howeFer, the young woinaa| 
liefore mentioned, uho had sometimes called on tOQ 
invited me lo go to tiie evening meeting, I was ver] 
unwell, hut I went. I do not now remember, tbatj 
received any instruction, from any thing that was said 
I stayed uutil many had Hithdrawn, when EIizal>et( 
Fry letl her seat, and cuiite over lo itie, and kindly shool 
hands with nie, saying, "Hast thou only that shawl, 
thou ioobest rery ill, thou shalt have my cWk," wbicl 
she desired a gentleman to ^ire her, for he held it To 
her, and she kindly put (t around me. I begged to bi 
excused from taking it, as I thought khe needed it t 
wrap heriielf in, after co much heat, in so full a housf 
and I had suSicient shawls ; but she would not take H 
saying only " Thou canst send I 
cot account for the feelings I had, as soi 
placed her mantle about me. I was ' 
bowed down with weeping, as scarcely 
walk through the meeting-house, and 
tenderly uniled to her as I cannot esf 
thought, whether she had a sense givi 
ileavenly Father, respecting me, for Ihi 
mercy about to bring me by a may 1 km 
It was remarkable to me, haw she should be led to taki 
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a poor stranger, 
before. I was constrained to write her a note in 
morning, to thank her for her kindness, and in 
lender iove I full towards her, desired to be rem 
bered by ht-r, in her 8up])hcations to the Fathe 
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Merciei, tliut I might be str«[i^h?iied to be obedient 
to the livhl givea me. Tori had great )%bt, but *aike<) 
in positive rfisobedience, 

When I canie from the meeting, I nas tery sorrosr- 
ful, feeling, " the way oFtran?"gre»'ior5 h hard," I slept 
tfiBt night with the J'oung wotiian I went to meeting 
with, a:- my mother was from hame. In an agony of 
(pirit, I got out of bed, WE'eping most plentifully, hut 
•aid nothing of [he cau^ie. She thought it was the 
elTect of illneii!'. My adorable Father xpoke comrort- 
ably, through the preciou* Son of His love, to niv poor 
dulressed soul in these words, " I will npare thee a« u 
mka »p8relh his own wjii, tlial servelh him." I was 
ipivtitly comforted with thi« gracious promise, blcMed 
he the name of the Lord for ever; and it was in my 
■ft«r itekne^s, and at many other time?, as an anchor 
' of hope to my sotd. In a few weeks, 1 becenie very 
Sli medical aid was called in, but they had not the 
least hope of my recovery for some months. My dis. 
oilier was a most painful one; I was nearly alwHy* in 
great pain, and frequently it would be violent, even lo 
agony. When I was first confined lo my bed, 1 cried 
in heart lo the Lord ; I felt my soul was under eon- 
datnnution for sin; that 1 had lived under the inward 
tmwj of disobedience. There was no outward trans- 
graMion, for which I felt condemned, but it whs fi>r 
departure in heart, from the living GikI ; the things ot 
time and t^nse, huviiig had the mastery ofmy altectionii, 
and my iudulgence in the vain gratllication of smoking 
faibacco — which 1 hud taken up in the lime of my foiling 
II the way of peace. I Imd not smoked tiir 
I days, aller 1 was confined to my bed, but one 
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evening, ihe enemy of my soil], who is ever subtle, 
templed Jne again to smoke ; as soon as I had done lo, 
the just judgments of the Almighty, did indeed rest 
heavily on my trembling soul, and tlii]<i brought under 
greater condemnaiion, 1 did not expect to live nut the 
night; 1 fretjiiently endeavoured to raise my hcud from 
ihe pillow, lent I shouli) die away in u iiiomenl. But 
my adorable Father which ia iti heaven, did, in mercy, 
spare my life. I was reduced to so weak a stale, ns not 
to be able to think artylhing of my soul, i'or a season, 
I have admired the wisdom and the Icive of God towards 
me; Bia dealings have indeed been marvellous. It 
was even as the giving up of my life, that I wag made 
willing to give up my idol, smoking. Blessed be the 
name of the Lord for breaking any yoke of sin. 

'I'he letters oF n:y friend, were as a weight on my 
mind ; I desired they might be burnt, as my life ap- 
peared to be near its end. My mind was quieted when 
this wu« done ; il, however, gave occasion to two of 
my sober minded Friendi", to upbraid me sharply. 
They repeatedly told iue, they betJeveel my illness was 
a judgment, for my not consenting to be married, to one 
who had waited for me so many yciirs, and who had 
sulTered su much in consequence. 'I'hat he was a 
faithful servant of the Lord, and that my conduct was 
offensive to the Almighty, therefore He had manifesled 
il to me in thii- heavy affliction. They believed, if I 
had consented to be married, this illness would never 
have been, and advised me to consent lo its going for- 
ward, if I recovered, as soon as my lieullh would allow 
of it. 1 was willing to make any atonement lo the 
Almighty, for my disobeilienee, and lo my dear friend 



for all Ihe mrrow I hiul caused lilm, so I freely con- 
tented to be married, us noon as my health v/aa a little 
recovered, nhich I hoped it nould be in a Tew weekt:, 

iiiyseir, I desired a friend to 



readily done. " But the 



natead of a few week", 



«nd being too ill to write ii 

write for me, which 

Ijord'3 nay!! are Dot as 

Ifaoughta us our thoui^hts ;' 

h was oonie months, before I could wulk out— [his was 

indeed a funiuceoCaUJiction. My disorder was such, aa 

to require my being kept very still, and the rooia much 

shaded frotn light. I could scarcely bear (he slow 

footslciisof any one in llie room, anil had no desire la 

see or speHk with any on religious auhjects. My heart 

waa engaged with the Lord ; I had hope, which was all 

I was etjuul to at that time. Thus day after day, 

week after week, and month after month, ray blessed 

lieavuniy Father, weaned me from any desire at\er 

hamsii iiistrnction. He wu^ about to leuch me Himself; 

His purposes coticerning me, »'ere very dilTerent froi[i 

what 1 had pur|iosed. One day being very ill, I 

thought I would send ^r a Methodist claBs-leader, 

because it bad been thought strange, that no one had 

rmled me on a religious account, and if I died, it 

might be considered, thai I died without hope. But [ 

hltd hope ; for God enabled me to hojie in His mercy — 

praiied be His holy name! 'I'be person came, but I 

WM too wfiak to speak, or scarcely to hear : he stayed 

■ few minutes, and withdrew again. One evening a 

iwighbiiur, who was a professor, called to tee me ; site 

hiked much of religion, bul, strange as it may appear 

toiome, 1 was not profiled, but my mind wai much 

I wore uneasy, than it previously had been. t *»» 



so 

llirowD inlo Hgublj, and fcara, and resRonings ; l)Eit I 
was much in earnest, that the Lord would pardon itiy 
repeated transgressions, and blot out my sins, for wilij- 
out the neDse of this, 1 could not be satisiied. Wonder- 
ful are the dealings of thu Lord with Hi« crealures! 
— and truly wooderFut have they been unto me, and 
that my soul knoweth rifjht well, Onenighl I dreariil 
1 went to a Friends' nieeting- ; an elderly man Friend 
was speaking; 1 felt sweetly comforted. I awoke in 
a sweet, peaceful «(Bte oF mind, and continued so all 
day. 1 have been led to believe, that this was a tender 
visitation of love lo my poor, disconwlale soul at tliat 
time, according tu the gracious promise, lliat the Lord 
would visit Uia people in dreams and visions of the 
night, when deep sleep whs on iheni. 

The following diiy I again became very unhappy, 
restless, and disquieted; my mind tilled with fear; I 
wanted reconciliation to my Maker, by the forgiveness 
of my sins ; nothing else could satisfy my soul. 
Feeling thus unhappy, and being very ill, a desire 
arose in my niind to send (or A. T., a ministering' 
Friend. I had very little personal knowledge of her, 
and as I had sometimes altended the meetings of 
Friends, 1 feared that she would think, I intended lo be 
a Quaker, of »hich 1 had not tlit^ least intention, 
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deiireil to be, as I then felt more freedom to pour out 
my soul's complaintB to iny Maker; there came over 
my piindi ^ery sudiienW, fuch a horror of darkness and 
bjuckoess, as I cnnnot find languagt; to describe. 'I'hn 
room npiveored to be filled wilh it^ns well ax my body 
and itiiml. I wait greatly afraid, and ihnught 1 would 
Irv to raise mysell' a liltle in bed, to see if I could 
diicover anylhing but darkness ; I did bo, and was 
about tu desire atrengtb of [)tiii who is able to deliver, 
when there was a voice, distinctly to my mind, speaking- 
io tbefe uord'', " Send men to Jojipa, and call for one 
Simon, whu<>e ourname is Peter, he lod^eth with one 
Simon, a tanner, ubose house Is by the sea side, he 
shull tell thcewhut tlioii ouglitest Io do :" Acts x.,5,S. 
These words were spoken by the Annuel to Cornelias, 
n ho wai sincere before Uud, and desired (lie salvation 
of hi* soul. I felt a degree of light to shine into my 
mlodj and conacnteil in heart to the command, and 
Uiou;;ht if A, T. did not come, I would send for (ome 
one el<e. 

.About eleven or twelve yearn before this affliction, 
Oiie day, giving' wuy lo llie rtaaoning powers of my 
mind, as to what religious eommunily to be joined 
unto', t becuine enveloped in darkness inexpressible, 
;el wax 1 strengthened to look, and feebly lo desire of 
the Lard, direction whither to turn. I saw as in it 
vioiau, a cloud pass before me in the air, with a great 
number of female Friends ; there was neither sound 
nor voice, but solemn sweelne!<s. An the cloud passed 
before my view, light opened lo my mind, and darkness 

SBWuVi and I was ennbled to call upon the name of 
|wd. I did notuniler^land by litis favoured vi 




ihe people, my heavenly Father 
to bring' me into rdlowshipnnd unity with ; hut I have I 
since thought it remarkahle, that I was favoured With 
H simiiar dream about this lime, producing the 
peacerul effect on my mind, just &^ I stood oi 
Tsrge, of being brought into the place, where the Lord 
has promised to teach His people Himself, for I hai 

:eived from men, either directfy or indirectly, 
any of the principles, which I now rfjoice to feet 
dwelling in my heart ; hut the Lord has revealed thei 
wnio nf« Himself, even whiM confined in my lied 
chamber, and in the furnace of affllctiMi. 'i'lie Friend, 
A. T., called OB me— she sat some lime in silence, 
(luring which every thought appeared to he hushed, 
and every desire, and ntl activity, bnlh of body and 
1 had n 



e to tell her, 1 did not intiod 

IS not easy till I told her so. 

e not to trouble myBelfnljoiil 

1^, it was no easy thing In be a Quaker. A 

after lier first visit, aa I was earnestly en- 

]irayer to the Lord, as I ulmott constantly 

I, that H{! would pnidon my transgressions and blot i 

r Bins, for the sake of .Jesus ; whilst thus engaged f 

ivords, in J. Wesley's hymns, cume with powei 

mind— 



I was enabled Id rejoice \a that hour — oh ! I could, 1 
did rejoice, ID God my Saviour, Tor, " He that is mighty ' 
haih (lone for me great thiog^, and Holy i» Ills name." 
At lhi« lime, I thought it would be right to join some 
religious society of people, and that with the Methotlisls 
I could be more u!<el'ul, and exhort and entreat others 
to turn to the strong hold for strength ; besides, I was 
engaged to inHrry a Melhodi<<t preacher, at scon as 1 
wu u little recovered ; however, I thought if tlie way 
wua open for me to altetid the Quakers' meetings, I 
•houkl certainly attend them. I was daily desiring 
tubminion to the Divine will, and increasingly seeking 
after God, who was become luy coinlorter and luy joy, 
Aitbough 1 liiid dressed plainly for some years, my 
miod wa9 at this time brought under some exercise^ 
{or I felt titere was an unneee5,'<ary expense and super- 
flnily, attached to many of my garments, which wa» 
not consistent, for one wlio was seeking alter lioliness 
of heart and life. Just at lids time, an acquaintance 
Balling to see me, said there was quite a necessity for 
(KOfile iu large towns, who were straiigers, to dreas 
Jundsomely, for they were resi^ected only according to 
their appearance. This was a fresh exercise for my 
weak body and mind. X was under a feeling senap. of 
Ibe aiDlulness of some parts of my dress; but now 
appeared a necessity for my retaining them, to 

• renpect of men— and, perhaps, the person to whom 

(lipected to be married in the course of a few weeks, 

d also desire it, as 1 lliought to remove to Brislot 

Afler tome time, I was mercifully euubled to 

|..lbis burden also, on Uim who was caring for nie. 

Ubt t aw about to write what rollovks, 1 cannot help 




I 
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exclaiming, How uosearchabte are Thy way?, aiU 
past fiiitliiig out. Oh, Lord! my dtrength and i 
Hedeenier. Thou ban), Indeed, brought the blind by* 
way they knew not. 

[ was still confined to my bed, and one day wbiltl 
lying- calm nnd aubmissive in hearf, to the will of mji 
heavenly Father — in a moment, <]ui(e unexpeetedljf 
as I knew not when I had read or heard them — the» 
wordu, in the matrimonial service, CBine to my raiml} 
"With this ring I thee wed, with my body I the« 
worship." [ wan ao struck and astonislied, as 1 cannot 
find wards lo express. What! "With my body f 
as positive idolatry. I thoD| 
met), who com|)0!ied this rorin C 
r miodg to this part, 
mand is, "Thou shalt not bow down ihy^ 
nor worship them, for I the Lerd lliy 
lousGod." {Clinrch Cateckism.) 

It appeared to me an open transgression of the 
righteous law of God, whom 1 desired, aboTe all thing 
to honour, and to keep Ills command mentii. This wi 
a fresh trial, deep and painful. I saw I could not { 
married hy this form, without bringing coodemnatioq 
on my mind, and doin^ violence to that Holy Spirit^ 
who had graciously given me light on the subject, 
was ill great trouble, in consequence of what was madci! 
manifeBt to me, at that time, when a neighbour, 
Methodist class leader, called to see me, to whom I 
«poke of the views 1 had of this part of the 
ceremony, as being, I considered, positive idolatry. 
He told me, I did not underxtand it, — it uaa 
as it was wrllleu. The men who wrote it did not ibinl 
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BS I did — but Ih'i did not at all rrlicTC uit miad, I 
eamesti; entreated ibe 3ilu*t flig^ii, t0 ecable lue to 
tuiiiiiit to Hi< holy »i>l in aU things, aod itial He would 
»u|>port me utider mjr difncullr, and brin^ me tbraag4i 
in His oWD due time. I felt Mren^hened and resigned ; 
hut as my liealth improred, ntj roinJ wm broag-ht 
under deeper exercise on the mbjecl, for I still felt I 
could not be married by audi s form ; oeiiher could I 
t>e no closely united to any one, who.* principles wpre 
ditTerent from my oivn ; since Uiat I could not bow the 
Lnee to warship, when 1 would, or when required by 
man, neither could I receive the leaching of men. I 
wai led wnnibly to feel, that God would leach His people 
IlimMelf — thus was 1 brought off from desiring human 
leaching ; niy heaveuly Futher hedged me in on evecy 
»iile, and ihuK feeling, I could not write lo my friend. 
Uixler extreme exercise of mind, i cried unto the Lord 
to direct me, for He knew me altogelher, that I neither 
desired, nor sought after the way, in which he had in- 
■trucled the, but He had Himself brought me into it. 
I w«i commanded to stand still, and see titc salvation 
of Qod. I was in a great struit, desiring, above all 
thing*, to do what was right; and when engaged in 
CArnest supplication', to the God of my life, from season 
to wawn, 1 have been favoured with answers such as 
llli", " The uiarried woman curelh for the things of th» 
world — how bhe ntay please her husband; but thu 
unmarried, how she may please the Lord, &c." And 
I have since, very many limes, felt ibeie word* realized, 
Btid been thankful, heiitving 1 had more time todevoto 
lo Thee, Parent of Good. HaUn would ofleulime* 
It Hood, Hiitl a.:cuse me of being uuf'aiiblul. 
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and not keeping my word ; but my ndoriiWe LortJ, for 
Jesoa' Bake, hail blotted out my Iransgreasions as a 
cloud, and my iniquities ns a lliick cioud." 

One day, when reading in the scriptures, wb 
become more sweet lo me, the fourth chapter of John, 
where ihe account is given, of the converaation the 
Saviour had, with ihe woman of Samaria, it is said, 
She told her nei<rhhours, she had seen a man, who had 
told tier all things that ever she did. Then did ihey 
come aUo to hear Him, and said unto her, " 
believe, not because of thy saying, far we have heard 
Him ourselves." Although I had admired the scrip- 
ture language, which was spoken by the Quakers, ami 
thought there was great simplicity in il, yet I had 
never felt, that any part of it belonged to me, until that 
moment; neither was I then thinking anything about 
the language, either how it wan written or spoken ; 
but as I was reading the words, " Now we believe, not 
because of lAy saying." As soon as I had pronounced 
in my heart, the single word tky, it was as hre in my 
bones, or as a sharp, two edged sword. I could not 
proceed, I trembled, and it waa made known to me, 
tliat that was the simple, the pure, Ihe uncorrupted 
manner, in which God had instructed His creature:', ta 
have commuaicalion one with another. Oh ! the purity 
and beauty that was opened to my mind respecting il 

The first conversation that God had with man wu 
thus begun, *' Adam, where art thou^" And ait tlw 
i:omtnunicatioD9 between God and man — with all th*- 




, prophet*, anil llie blessetl Jt^siis, nnd tlie apoHlkfR, Ihey 
all in the kbidc lunni.er. '1'IjhI I may truly mv, 
lliey were as so many voice,-, calliii<r wloud lo iiiu, aiul 
fying, " ThiB n llie wiiy, walk Ihou in il." Hut ail 
ltie*e thing* 1 hiil in my lieart. 

I The requiring ol' the Lord, increased from duy lo 
■Iflj, to be obedient unto lliin, mid lo u>e the seriplure 

I lanf^nage — this wb» indeed lo try as by fire. Many 
were ihe times 1 have sat in my work-room, the girU 
at work aiound, when Ihe power of the Lord has 
arreted ine us txa urmed man, culling aloud for obedi- 
ence, and I have suid iu my *ore trouble, "Lord, if 
'I'liou will streiigilien me, I will be obedienl to 'iliee, 
tfefure 1 rise riom lIiIa seal ;" hut iiles ! alas 1 when (he 
girls have spoken lo me, I have answered in ray former 
manner, and aguin been much in eorrnw. 1 may say, 
for many monihii, my wul was very iu)rrowrul, even 
fttnumt imlo death, for had my Holy Father, reqiiireil 
my life al my Imnd, I vroulil gladly have given up 
lbi«, inMeHd of Sbying, ihee and thou, to a single peraor<. 
Utlen, when walking in the held.-, which 1 was obliged 
In do almost daily, my health being very feeble, I have 
paured out my «oul belore Uod, begging for strenglli 
ta take up litis great cross, and olten laying In my 
bmH} " 'I'liere are many good people, who do not u*e 
thii language; why may 1 not pleaae Thee without 
fpeaking thusj" bul my reasonings were all vain, for 1 
wma made tiidy sensible, that "obedience is hetler than 
Mcrifice, and to hearken ihan the futof rams." I have 
Mid, " iniiou will strengthen me, ] will never again 
(gainst Thee in this;" hui Ihe Kr»t person ihat 
idmsed me, I have fuUen again into coudem- 



, ^liiirn or Ills strenglli. Oli! 
I, wliofhulUlelivermetruiii 



nitiini — like poor Sampso 
wri.>U-lieil creature that 1 h 
this liimiiagp — (iie fear of 

I liail been inslructed by tbe Lord, tbat I was not to 
(III HIh wiirk purtially, neither was I to resjiecl persons, 
Ml I cotiltl nt> more speak to my apprentite in this lati- 
jfunge, than I could to a Imly. At last my bodily 
strenfTth begnn ag-in to fail, ui:d my liealth sunk under 
such a pressure of continual contfcin nation. As sensiUy 
a* Paul ever tell, that a woe would he unlo him, if he 
lireaehwl not llie gospel, 
except I fT'^ve ujj, to use the whole scriptur 
1 should be a caMaway. I, Iremtiling, ga 
said, "My Father! my Father t if I perish 
hill, t will be obedient." Tlie Iriul was loi 
fire exceedingly lierce ; but my adorable Si 






noihly did I fec^l, that 
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mediate followers, " Take no thoug-ht 
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lat ye shall answer, for it shall be given 
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e hour," — was near to help in every time 


need. 




'Ibost! who e 


niployed me in my business, were gene- 


tly the grea 


and rii-h of this world — in conseqiii'noe 


which, my 


ross was much greater. When alteiid- 



ing some ladies, I have been arrested by Divine power, 
so that 1 have felt constrained lo tell them, what was 
required of me. On these occasion^, some hove said, 
I wua a very good creature, quite good enough, there 
was no reason whatever for me to change ; but they' 
believed what I did, was from principle. Others said,. 
1 wiis beside myself, it wa» all nonsense—others wers 
dreadfully enraged, saying it was too much equality^ 
it was not shewing proper renpecl lo my superiors. 



The Lord, in mercy, gave me power to declare His 
IrMhy and tlie opposing spirit was bound down nt ihose 
J limes. Uni: day, a lady, a well-wislier of mine, said, 
I *^My dear Loveduy, I would iidvise yon to take care 
: wtiat 3'ou ere about, for 1 heard some ladiea say, ' thev 
should not em|iloy you ngain.' " I Tell thin as a durt 
lo my heart; bul was sIrengUiened to unswer Willi 
lhe»e words, " He » ho feeds the ravens, when they cry 
iiiilo Ilim, has taught me to look lo Hiui for my daily 
bread." My soul wm slrenjrihened, lor power was 
given from on high, yet 1 ofllimes shunned the cross. 
V«ry ninny limes,! have not spoken half what I wanted 
to upeak, because (he cross was so frrent. I believe 
had I been mnre faithrul to the instructions of my AIl- 
w»c Teucher, this fiery trial would not have lasted so 
Irtdjf. 1 was led daily to see the pride of the hiimati 
heart, in lis unrenewed stale, looking lor the honour ihal 
camelh from man; bul ihese things di-ove me more 
and more to the fountain head of all happiness, for IVoni 
Ilim Cometh my help. 

The command of God to Abraham was, "Walk 
before me and be (iiou perfect." And it is said, " Eiiocii 
walked will) God." Jesus also said to his followers, 
" He ye perfect, a» your Father which is in heaven i< 
perfect." 1 »aw this dei^irable stale was held out to 
,w, if I «ii« faithful and diligent lo press af\er ii, 
'I'hul 1 should love the Lord my God, with everj poutr 
qt my body and mind. That in every thought, aord, and 
ndion, I should have a single eye to the glory of my 
Itod ; ecd all should he brought into the obedience of 
4>bn*l. My soul desired this experience, oftentiim't 
i earneslly, than the wiitcbnian, thedaK'iiing of ihn 
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morning, or the chased hart the cooling streams. I 
believe it was about the fourth month, 1826, one evening, 
being much broken in spirit, the subject of the scrip* 
ture language bowing me down, there was, as a Divine 
light, given me to see, I was to join myself to the 
Quakers ; I felt my spirit sweetly united to them — this 
was the first time I felt a desire to join them. 1 begau . 
to reason, "If I joined them, I must use their Ian* 
guage, — so it would be shunning the cross, I was com* 
manded to bear." Thus reasoning, all desire for it 
was removed. About the end of the year, when I bad 
to write out my bills, a great exercise came over my 
tnind, in reference to the names of the months. I sat 
down, but did not feel easy to call them as I bad 
formerly done ; I, therefore, desired in my heart, to be 
shewn what I ought to do, when it was clearly spoken 
inwardly to me, in these words, '* In the second month^ 
the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were 
all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the. 
windows of heaven were opened." — Gen. vii. 11. I 
hesitated no longer, but wrote according to the direction 
1 had been graciously favoured with. 

One of the King's brothers dying about the first 
month, 1827, there was, what was called, a general 
mourning. Now, although many had turned away 
from me, and not employed me, yet I did not think 
that nearly all my friends, those especially, who had 
professed the greatest kindness, and for whom I bad 
worked for very many years, would have employed 
other dress- makers, not once coming near me ; and I, 
being of a warm heart, loved them much. This, then, 
was the proof; this, the trial. My mother, whom I 
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by my labour, for she waa oW and 
and my apprentices, aUo, were very much 
ihttt we had not the work to do, for those 
ways employed u* — for this happt 

itrenglhened to use tlie Bcripture lan- 
guage, neither my mother nor my girla had known 
anything of the!<e ladies not intending to employ me, 
for thi* I dared not mention to any one. My dear 
mother not seeing, as I saw — if she had thoug'ht my 
going- amongst Friends would lessen niy temporal 
iiit*reat»^ would, I believe, have done all in her power 
to prevent my doing bo, and woiiid have made my 
wfiy ver)' rough ; whereas she was now fond of Friends 
and liked my going with them. 

Work, however, was not wanting ; the Lord being 
mercilui to me, had supplied my lack, by inclining 
atrangers to come to me. But at this time, it was 
tleetared, that those had left me, who had not sent their 
block to me to mnlte. My family could not tell the 
reaimn, and I dared not open my mouth about It, 
neither was there uny one to whom I could make 
known my Irouhlea; being inwardly instructed to 
dwvll much alone— therefore I hid it all within my 
heart. For two days, I was as if the powers of dark- 
D«M were upon me, as if not only all the world had 
fomken me, but also the Lord Himself. I had no 
romfort, no hope, no light. The second dny I vaa in 
thh state, there was a monthly meeting of Friends 
held iD Truro. I was as miserable as 1 well could be. 
bat oould not feel ea«y to slay away from meeting. 
I wont, but this only made me more wretched— all whr 
darkness, yea gross darkness with me. I saw every 
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body happy but myself, and thought I was the only 
unhappy being alive. The following day the quarterly 
meeting was held in the same place ; I thought I 
might as well stay at home, as it only increased my 
wretchedness to go^ but not feeling easy to do so I went, 
and soon afier I entered the house, my spirit wai 
covered with deep solemnity. The Lord helped me to 
wait before Flim, and praised be His holy name, He 
refreshed iny soul, and enabled me to rejoice before 
Him, in solemn s lent adoration ; and this language 
saluted my spiritual ear, ^^ Arise, shine, for thy Light 
is come^ and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee/' 
My soul rejoiced in God my Saviour, who had been 
thus gracious unto me. 

About this time, as my business was lessened, I 
thought of making some arrangements in my family ; 
either to look for a situation for myself in a Friend's 
family, and place my mother in lodgings, giving her 
the interest of my money to support her, or to go with 
her to the place where I was born, to live. I laid this 
before my heavenly Father, beseeching His direction. 
He hath, blessed be His holy name for ever ! been a 
Friend near at hand to direct and to deliver, yea, and 
to comfort and support. While waiting before Him 
for direction respecting my removing, these words 
came with power to my mind, ^^ 1 have much work for 
thee to do in this place." I received it as from my 
God, and was satisfied 1 was not to go fo^ the present. 
I was naturally fond of music and singing, and 
almost every day my girls in the work room, used to 
sing some of J. Wesley's hymns. I delighted in it, and 
though I could not bear to sing from weakness, yet I 




, with my heart and my understanding'; 

■ saying, how U it possible that Friend* do not like 

Although I love them sbcerely, I cannot 

e litem in this. 

orten as llie thought oF becoming a member, 
f Mturned to my mind, 1 put it from me, by saying, 
" When it is Thy will, Holy Father, bring it lo pasf, 
1 desire to do nothing of myself in this matter." About 
this lime, the ever bles^ God, in His unutterable 
nrlBdom. stripped nie of all comfort — J coold not feel 
access to His holy spirit. I was brought into great 
barrenness of ^oul, and went on for sometime heavily ; 
but one <iay, tn my trouble, 1 endcHVOured to wait 
Ujxm God, and to pour out my complaint before Him, 
deiiring that He would shew me, In mercy, the cause 
nhicli kepi me from Hia presence. While thus wait- 
ing, it was made plain to me, that the time was arrired, 
in wh'ch it was pleaiiiiig to my heavenly Father, that 
J should offer myself' to be united to the people called 
(Quakers. 

I was simple as a littla child before the Lord, and 
my wul "US salislied with sweet peace and liberty in 
pmyer concerning it. It was made clear to me that I 
WMi lo speak to a Friend, thai was an elder of the 
tnveting. 1 thought right to lay before Friends, for 
their consideration, tiie delight I tell in singing, which 
] knew was quite contrary to their views; hut believed 
what I then did was pleasing in His sight, who hiid to 
br belpeil me. About the third mouth, 1 met an 
elderly Friend of another meeting, by appointment; 
r views were contrary lo mine, tiir she could not 

eillier singing or forms of prayer. As toon M 
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she spoke of it, mj spirit rejecteil her views, n 
thought those who could tiot ^aik alone, shoulil bat 
crutches; but before I left the room ray mind in 
humbleJ, and 1 felt unity wilh her ; bul desired jiothln 
should be done respecting- my becoming a member, A 
1 must first fiud my own way. I have not sung mai 
reraes since thai time. I soiiietiiiiea took the hym 
book, and thought I would find a hymn for the ^irla 
sing, but have been obhged to shut the book agaia 
and, at last, fell liberty to tell the girls what my 
of singing then were. A few weeks before this, I da 
lighted much in it ; but being one day down etaira, 
heard my girls laughing, and sensibly felt I woul 
rather, at that time, hear them laughing, ihau umf 
^^m a hymn, for in this they acted in their own eharaclA 

^^m but in singing hymns Ihey would be mocking, (thoug 
^^m unconsciously) the most high God. In the spring 
^^H this year, 1 attended a quarterly meeting, at Falmou 
^^M whiUt I sat in the meeting, my mind was clothed n 
^^M sweet solemnity, and I did truly sit as in heaven 
^1 places in Christ Jesus. Not being a member, 
^^M the meeting for worship was over, I, wilh some otheri 
^^1 was obliged to withdraw, I never felt so grieved t 

^^M leave a place of worship as at that time ; I felt I 
^^1 sweetly united U> the people, and had enjoyed i 
^^M sweet peace whilst there, that I wept to leave 
^^M house, however, my mind was preserved in peac^ 

^^1 'I'he Lord led me on, and from season to season, 

^^1 tender mercy, refreshed my soul. 
^H I felt so coJiipletely drawn otf from all outwai 

^^H ordinances, all preaching, and teaching, and singip. 

^^H yea, all the studying, contriving, and planning of mu 

■to 
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1 !■ the will n? the creature, that it appeared more 
f empty and unsatisfactory than the bulibleaon the water. 
t tWiok it was uhout the nitilh month, in this year, there 
was a quarterly meeting- at Auatell; I felt my iiiivtiL 
niuch drawn to attend it, though some difficulties ap- 
peared in the way. 1 was favoured (o feel peaceful in 
entering on this journey. On my arrival at Austell, I 
fdt a. stranger in a strange place, and had to go in 
■earch of lodgings for the night. 1 went tram house to 
house, but could not obtain any, so 1 became very sor- 
rowful, even to weeping, and thought Hie will of the 
Lord was, that I should not stay, and that I woutil 
•eek for o conveyance to return immediately, without 
Riopping to refresh myself — after this however, 1 met 
with a lodging. The following day, when I went into 
meeting, my un faith fulness waa brought before me, 
that I had not been quite ko watchful aa 1 ought. 
Many momenta I might have imjiroved, which 1 had 
Dot — I waa greatly huiiibted under this conviction; my 
heart was tendered and broken, and my eyes overBowed 
with tears; but the ^un of righteousness did, indeed, 
arisp, with healing in His wings, — sorrow fled away 
before His glorious appearance, and light unspeakable 
broke in upon my soul. In this light I felt sweet unity 
with my dear Friends, and my language was, " This 
people shall be my people, and their God my God." 

About thix time, the subject of membership again 
occupied my mind. I believe I hud not one desire, 
either to lie accepted or rejected — 1 felt my soul 
sweetly submiwlve. Oh I how has my heavenly Father, 
llirough the intercession of my precious Saviour, 
brought me to Himself, in a way very humiliating tu 
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tlie natural mind.* ]n Ibe elevenlli month, I weni 

lonlhly meeting at Redruth, — the langunge of 
soul woe, "Search me s.i with lighted caniHes, i 
whatever Thou tiiidi^st in me that is not of Thy o4 
nature, oh I Lord, take it awa}'." 

The Lord did indeed imager me in a nay I thoa| 
lint ofj that itay WBf a« a day of fire, am! the bring! 
forth of iitubble for consumption. Pride, which ll 
in secret, sprang uji. 'I'he durlswere fiery, and renii* 
lance painful ; thl» wa<i, indeed, a day of great hunii* 
Imtion, and I have lieen ihankl'ul for it. I began from 
that lime to be very much afflicted, and was for Home 
ueeka confined, more or les?, to my house. When 
lirat confiued, 1 often felt very desirous of seeing wirne 
Friends, particularly the Friend who had visited me in 
my lust illness, and lo whom I had someliniPB written. 
Day after day, and weetc after week, I exjiecled her la 
call, but she did not; then did temptation assai! 
unkind thoughts respecting friends — that they 
respecter* of persons, and because I waa not rich, the 
did not care about me ; their former appearance 
kindness was all hypocriay — I was a foolish creatut 
td love those who despised me in h^art. When 
hearkened to thesn ii^sinuations, I was in great bitt 
ness oF soul; 1 have nept until, ufler some honrs, 
have fallen asleep ; I could not pray ; many were tt 
contlicis, but my blessed Jesus, who is tiie only way 
the Father, brought me through, and my soul 
enabled humhiy to say, " 'I'hy will be done." I 




■RercifuHv brought off from all crealitren and things — 
that I nn more desired to Ree a Frienil, or any one else, 
than if 1 had been alone in ihe world ; ami I could -wy. 
» Thou, oh Lord ! art all ihal I desirp. eillier in heaven 
■bove, or on earlh heneaih." I mention l!ii«, not from 
any disrespect to Friend!", for they are a people to 
wiioiii I Teel united in tender love; but my adorable 
God knew me allogelher, anil that there wai a danger 
of my leaning loo much to the creature, therefore. He 
withheld them from coming, that my will should be 
brought into Bubjection, and that 1 should come imme< 
dialely to Himself, who is the only source of true peace. 
This, lie, the great, the glorious Jehovah, hath given 
tne to know, by the leachiiig of Hiti holy spirit. '^ Bless 
the Lord, oh, my soul ! and all [hat ia within me, bless 
Hi. holy name." 

Belbre this affliction, many had been tlie enlarge* 
Rienfa' of my soul respecting future usefulness, in a 
manner that can only be comprehended by those who 
hvve received the like precious manifestations. In my 
affliction, I felt somewhat a« Heiekiah expressed it, 
"A cutting off in the midst of my days." I Iwkerl 
towards the openings which had been graciously re- 
vtmltMi to nie, and in efiect, said, " What is to become 
of Ibese, my holy Father ? " There was opened to my 
riew, a lirge field of action, and men moving in all 
directions — very many, all of grave countenances, and 
plain and mean appearance as to human grandeur. 
Light shone into my soul immediately, and I looked oil 
iheni, and aaid, " Lord, Thou canst send by whom 
Tliou wilt send." 1 saw the Lord could call and. 
>m He would, lo publish the gbd tidingi u£ 
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peace to fallen man, I saw no Turther need of vat 
and it nas all tnken from me — and I could adopt th 
languag'e, " My Falher 1 Tliy will lie done." My m 
wan longing for full redemption, and 1 received t 
precious eonsolalion, " Liglit isaown tor Ihe righteoi 
and gladness for the upright in heart." I saw su 
full and jiee redemption, that my blessed Saviour h 
purchased for me — redemption from every sin — frt 
every vbId imagination ; ysa, that my every llidugh 
word, and action, nhould be brou<rht into the obetlieng 
of Christ ; and, glory to His holy name, He is becoq 
my joy, my righleousness ; I am nothing, He is b 



I am now within a few months of the thirty-nji 
year of my age. 'I'lie Lord laid it on my la 
to commit lo writing His mysterious ways and deal 
inga with nie, both as to body and soul; 
pies of letters, which F 
enced me to write. Having heen often lefreshed U 
my own soul, by reading the memoirs and letlsi 
of those who wallced in holy obedience to the r 
quiringa of the Lord, and who being dead, yet spea 
1 gave up with cheerfulness to write, with a desir 
that the humble may see of the Lord's dealings wi( 
me, and be glad; and that when 1 shall have i 
with mutability, those that are travelling, with the 
faces Zion-ward, may be encouraged to go forward) 
and those that are strangers, yea, enemies to God, I 
■in and wicked works, may be gathered into the fa 
of Christ— when there shall be "one fold, and o 
shepherd," that God may be all in all. Amen, a 
Amen. 





tiat about thU time, my mind was brought 
U Msaone, under a degree of sorrow, respecting; my 
baaineee ; for sUhough many Uial were gay faatl turned 
their b&uks on me, yet eome still employed me, and 
when they have be«n giving ordt;rs about their dresse.1, 
lontake tliem very smart and fashionable, their words 
liBve been as darts to my heart — I shrunk, but had not 
iiB«olution to refuse; under these painlul feelings, I 
have cried uuto tlie Lord, that if it was wrong for me 
to make them, as the hearts of all men are in Hi<i 
haudi, He would induce ihnse that gave the orders to 
withhold such work from me; and so it haa proved. 
But my girls, aithough they were very well behavei!, 
and I had much respect for them, were fond of making 
gay things, and not having much to do in that way, 1 
percdved lliey were dissatisfied. I was much dejecied, 
and knew not what to do; I would gladly have turn-il 
to some other employment, but no way opened for me. 
My slole was truly painful, and had it not been tor the 
compassionate love of my heavenly Father, in refresh- 
ing me, as with a brook by the way, 1 should certainly 
hare fainted. 

The meeting was held on the 5th day, and I Dearly 
always went If it was hy any means possible, as I not 
only felt it a duty, but a privilege, and oiteii when walk- 
.tliere, the language of my heart bus been, " It is 
ly tear; a fear lest I should grieve Thy holy 
ih I my God, as well as thy lender love, that 
ns me lo go." For many things appeared 
neoesiiary to keep me at home, if I conaenled to it, 
J wiia much comtbrted whilst in the meeting one 5lh 
ijr, but UB soon as I entered my work room, 1 saw u 



50 

whispering among the girls. They were talking of 
some gay dresses being made for a lady for whom we 
used to work ; I felt as if they were ready to rise up 
against me, and upbraid me, as the cause of their not 
having them to make. 1 was cast down. Jn about an 
hour after my return from meeting, some ladies came 
to speak to me about some very gay dresses. IVJy mind 
was brought under great exercise, but I made them 
and many others for some time,' without feeling con- 
demnation on account of their gayness. But my soul 
was not so much alive to God as formerly, and after a 
time I began again to feel reproofs for so doing, and 
was at last brought into a most barren state, as a wiU 
derness wilhout water. For some weeks, it may be 
months, language cannot make known the deep exercise 
of my soul. The plan I was to pursue was pomted 
out to me — which was for my mother to live with my 
brother, who was a widower, and for myself to make 
only plain things ; but I thought I never could give up 
to this requiring. My dear mother about eighty years 
of age, and nearly a cripple. I was obliged to dress 
her wounds daily, and in consequence of her infirmity 
she was very expensive. I had. several girls with me, 
for whom I had sincere affection, and who I am per- 
suaded had great respect for me ; and a niece also lived 
with me, a very promising girl, who was my kind 
assistant. IVly house had been newly fitted up, and I 
seemed to have everything that could be desired — a very 
good business, in which I much delighted, with money 
tor my every want and to give away. At last I so 
much concluded not to give up, that I deliberately 
consented to suffer condemnation rather than be 
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obedient to IhU divintt requiMlion. But bouQdIeM and 
unequulleil lore did iiot accept iny ofTur, but still atrova 
with iiie ill tenderness and mercy. OFlen times while 
silting in my ctiuir, culling out trimmi?iga for dresseK, 
I have wept bitterly and been in great sorrow; tljig 
portion of scripture, with many others, would coma 
powerAilly to my niiiid, " Be not partaker of other 
tnen's sina:" " Be ye separale and touch not the un- 
clean thing." I fell I wa,^ a partaker of other iiien'i 
•ins, thai I slrengtheni'd the vanity ihdt I haled, and 
fed the pride of the hunmn heart, which wan altogether 
the devil's ivork. It has been clearly maniTeHled to 
me, ihat 1 ought to return many dresses tliat I received, 
Mnmade, with a nole to explain the reason for so doing, 
but 1 Bhrunt I'rom llie cros<<, and beci.me daily more 
miserable, until at last my life becBme siieh a burden, 
that i concluded to make I'Oiiie change. When I fett 
free to open my miud to my mother, respecting my 
intention o>' giving up my busiiie^i!!, i^he did not at 
fir»t appear to oppo<<e my so doing, I stated my 
rtiiaoni fur .it, and ihouglil her not opposing it wat 
bvontble. We talked together for some time, and 1 
profM»ed tu her the plan which was firBl opeoed to my 
mind. She was preserved ia a willing mind for »iuie 
time. 1 spoke with the ladies that employed me, and 
U^ them something of what I fell, and when 1 returned 
to my house, sweet peace flowed into my heart as a 
^Dtle shower on the lender grass, that it did indee<l 
•weeten the bit(ernei>« of the cross, 1 had that day beeu 
biking up. How otlen have I thought uf |>oor Jonah, 
wiiotled from the tommaud of the great Jehovuh,aud 
Bfuite another way. Thus hIu'u I endeavoured 
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to turn ihecoinmanii aside, liiiH langusse was broi 
with great power to my miiKi, "The law and 
prophets were until John." 'I'hus mj mind was brougl 
to understand the former dispensation wi 
away, and I was bvouglit into one more pure, if 
would be faithful therein. Bui, alas, alter all I 
suffered on account of my business, and all the It 
that bad shone into iiiy mind respecting' it, I yie)(l< 
to the temptations preiiented, and again entered ii 
It with more worldly cleariieM, and taste tor it tlu 
before; the g'real burden 1 had laboured under 
some months being turned a^ide. This was tbe It 
ningof the year 1R28. 

I got into a great deal of activity of spirit, and 
truly desirous of purity and holiness of heart, and at 
those seasons beliei-ed that if 1 had given up my 
business, I should have been spared many temptalioiA 
to which t was now exposed, although the feeling oF 
its sinfulneas was hidden from my eyes. About Ibt 
middle of the year I began to grow unwell with a coot' 
plaint of the heart j this increased upon nie, and tlie 
exercise of mind, on account of my bu<iines5, returned. 
1 was again brought into sore troidile, until 1 was madt 
willing to give the gay part of it up, and, according! 
made the needful arrangements for so doing, 
I had peace — but known only to my heavenly Fatht 
i^t uhat I passed through, before I gave up 



1 became dangerously ill, and was confined for » 
time. Towards the end of my confinenient, I ottt 
longed to go to meeting, but my indisposition, and tl 
coldness of the weather, prevented. One day 1 < 




I better, and thought I could go, but wai filled with 
D reason ingA. I'o wlmt profit would it he J 1 queried 
I witli Diyseli'; but dared not stay at home. On niv 
ir»y, Ihene word^f of J. Wesley's revived strongly in 
my mind, " Lay thy reasoning's at His feet;*' my soul 
replied, 1 will, and I waa watered an with the dew of 
heaven. While in meeting, my suffering was grtiil ; 
bat when in extreme pain, my soul cleaves to Ood, my 
precious Saviour, and my language is, "My Fiither, 
litis is Thy sweet rod correcting me, to bring me to 
Thycelf." And same times In the night 1 awEike with 
■ aense of soch sneet nearness to nij blessed Jetun, 
and heaven, and heavenly tilings, as words fail to 
express. 

I have been brought sensibly lo feel, am) measurably 
to be thankful litr, (he present favour of heavenly care 
over me. My dear mother, alihoirgh very infirm, and 
eighty years old, lakes olf from me the care of house, 
beeping, and 1 have les»eued my business, and am 
Treeing from cumber, and tndy feeling, that a httle, 
with the Divine blessing, is enough — witness the 
widow's oil, and th« widow's meal. I have been 
ffraciously favoured to see, and to feel, that those that 
■re born after the spirit, and are taking up the daily 
cross of gell'-der.ial in meats and drinks, and are tem- 
perate in all thiiigt., want but very lillie — a little plain 
fiire suits the Christian best. One night awaking, as 
I generally desired lo do, that I might worship my 
bearenly Father iu spirit and in truth, even in the 
night seawn, I remembered the precious promise, 
** Ood will avenge His own elect, which cry day and 
nigbl unlo Him." Avenge iheui of llioir spiritual 
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iiig the tlsy and niglit that vren 
panned, and Ceelin^ ihe slu^gishncs!! of nature, and tnj 
hair-hesrteiJnens in watclilii<r unto prater, Btid beiqr 
made sorrowful before my Maker, desiring' pardoH 
my unfaith fulness, and atrenglh to serve Him aeee 
ably in al! diligfnce, watclifiilnesf, and obedience, 
future, iheHB words were pon-erfully inspoken in i 
heart, "Having nollling to pay, He frankly forge 
him all." Oh ! how I felt myselflhe insolvent debtor, 
in such a ><en!ie as language cannot describe ; my 
blessed High Pritst, Jesus Cliiisl the righleoun, had 
paid the price of my full redeniplion. I would, at thit 
lime, bow in reverence before Thee, and hail the lan- 
guage 89 my own, "My foul dolh magnify the Lord, 
sod my spirit dolh rejoice in Goil my Saviour." He thai 
19 mighty hath viilted me, and holy h His name. My 
heavenly Father haa blesped me with a hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness — intensely so, latterly; 
the Bcriplurea are beconie more precious and delighl 
than ever; the rending of them ia as drinking of tl 
brook by the way. ]n general, I read, or htrar iher 
read, four times a day ; ihey were sweet unto inc i 
my chihlhood j I greatly dHlighled to read and meil 
tale on ihem, and my little soul was perfectly h:ippj, I 
filled with the sweet love of Jea 

One day, while sitting in the meeiing, otlcrinv Wj 
my body, soul, and iipirit, in sacrifice lo God 1 
Saviour, lo be sirel.glhenetl to do His holy will bela 
as angels do in heaven, suddenly was darted into 9 
mind, by the enemy of my peace, such & senxftj 
sorrow, as if all the trouble in the world wi 
on me at once, because I had given up my will to C 




Come whal would, I must be content to bear all the 

Iroiibica which then Hpjiearecl to he great indeed; 1 

lull to weep and to pray for help, when 

a with great povter and sweetneas to 

jliDS li«a«, "y Coi'i I am. 

4 me mau, farbiili Qij feji*." — IVealiy. 
My soul blessed and magnititd the name ut' the Lord 
my Kedeerner, who has ever been iinlo me a present 
brlp in every lime of need, when I have looked unto 
Him. 

0(i8 night, lying awake, and offiring up lo God my 
Saviour, every f'licully of soul and body, which the Lord 
■trengllieiied me to do at seasons. Sinking inlo solemn 
awe, these words were spoken in my soul, " Uo, teach 
all nationii," wilh such power, lighl, and luvej and the 
ini!*S8ge, that it was to me. I could only brealhe in 
spirit to my Lord ; great peace covered my mind, and 
];reat enlargement of soul, ia attending the meeting" oF 
Friends, from the time of my first doing bo. My soul 
w&s frequently ble^seJ uith Divine visitations, and 1 
wat led to feel, from lime to time, that 1 should be 
railed to bear testimony to the power of iny adorable 
SaTiour, to auvu to the uttermost all that come unto 
Him. 'I'lie first day after I had received the heavenly 
viakiilion, with [he word^, "Go, teach all nations," I 
■woke in tweet peace, when the account of Jonah the 
pTOphel, came before me — his message from the Lord ; 
his Bi.'eing from the presence of the Almighty; the 
deliveruuci' wrought out Ibr him by an almighty, all 
, nercifut Lord ; and his trials afterwards, even such ei 
Wke him wish to die- -how did my w)ul enlvr Intu 



■ympattiy with him, and T praised ihe God ofulll 
uiercieii. Oil! what slirinkin/r did 1 Teel that di| 
rearing wliui :ny heavenly Father would ri^qulre at^ 
liand. The very sound of (lie fiwtslepB of iIib g^tbtrcif 
of the people, as I fRi in meeting, would, as it wet 
crush ire in the du't, and the language of my m 
was, " Oh ! hide me, phelter me, my lilessed Saviour 
the hollow oFtby hauil," when in unswer, wa« broug^ 
to my mind, the hou»e built upon a rncit, when ll 
floods descended, the atornia beat, but it firmly Btoo 
being founded on (he immoveable rock. Thus inuib 
stand for Him, who had given up, even to death, f 
nie. 1 WHf strengthened to give up my will unto ij 
Lijrd,and the language of my heart, at the end of tJi 
day, was, " 'I'hou hast brought nie to Thy banqneltil 
housejBnd Thy banner over me is love." Mv la 
ardently breathed for the fulness of the love of God 
Christ Jesus my Lord. I have been given to feel tl 
meaning of these words, " He that hatelh not hilt an 
life also, cannot be my disciple." I have (elt that 
hate my own life alier the flesh, and groan for delivi 
anc« from all self. I have lelt the blessing ~ 
ment, although I have a ]ioop afflicted body, and pl^i 
mean fare. I have felt auch sweet jieace, that I desin 
not riches; for I felt inaulliuient le improve the preKi 
talent without great striving- lo walch and pray. M 
blessed Jeiius enables me to cast all my care on Hiin 
every want and concern, both temporal and spiritua 
teaching nie also, (hal my life is more than meat} at 
my body than raiment; therefore, He who clothei tl 
lilies of the tit^ld would clothe me,, and my peace w, 
cleaving unto Hint. 
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How thaakrul have ( Ml to itiy tieavenljr Father for 
ilia tender care over me; lliut 1 arn favoured lo be 
kbie to read and write ; and I Imve praised Hlin also, 
f«r the labours of J. a:jd C. Wesley, in the coiiipo«ilion 
•f llieir Bweet hymns — ihey hrtve often Ireen as porliona 
uf tiieut in due season lo my noul. Oh! how I long 
for a clean heart, and to huve a right spirit renewed 
within me, and the language of my bouI is, '* Purg'e 
me with hyasop, mid 1 shall he clean. Wash me, ami 
1 shall be uhiler than snuw." Feeling at tiines the 
reniainB of the carnal nature springing up — aelf-uom- 
ptncency, pride, impatience, want of proper feeling', 
Ivlharfry of spirit, a> it respects striving aud watching. 
Ob ! how I althor myself und long lo be delivered rroiii 
all iinpurJIy — from this sellisb nature. I have been 
graciously led lo eonleniplute the hope of kruel, and the 
bigh priie all have had in view, who waited upon Ood, 
even Iroiii Adam ; ihe promise also made to him, " 'lh« 
M-ed oF the woinuii siiull bruise ihe serpent's head." 
Adam belji^ved the Lord, hope sprung up iu his soul, ha 
|pok«d forward Ibr a deliverer — this prize m view slimu- 
iMlvd him lo prens forward, and to run with patience 
ibe race set before him. Noah also was ti>und obedient, 
be believed the Lord and prepared for himself an arlt^ 
lo (he t>Bvii!g of himself and b:s family j he looked 
Ibntnrd iu hope, hud slill ihe deliveruiice in vievr ; he 
tni>l«d in God and was saved. Thus all Ihe holy men 
and women of oliJ — Abraham, Isaiah, David, all had 
Uw prise ill view, the lledeemer of Lraid. And whati 
ibe fulnesB of time vtas come, and the bles«ed Jejux 
adc tieth and dwflt amnngst men, then did He 
>jthai " Abruhamdei^ired losee His day, and \tit 
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saw it ane! was glad." The Redeemer, for the com- 
fort of His poor followers, told them that He would go 
to prepare a place for them, that where He was, there 
His followers should be also. Thus all that love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, have still the glorious prize in view. 
The scriptures were largely opened to my mind oft 
these subjects, in a way I cannot express. 

About this time I felt drawn to call ray dear mother 
and the servant girl, as well as my apprentices, to hear 
the scriptures read, and often while reading them ta 
my family, their awful solemn fulness has rested on ray 
mind, when I have paused to breathe to my Father ; 
and great has been the earnestness of my soul to be 
perfected in love— sweet, precious, divine love! Wbea 
1 feel the weight of any difficulty or trouble, my 
adorable Father enables me to call upon Hi in ; I fly 
unto Him for protection, feeling I cannot think, speak^ 
or act aright, without His divine wisdom to direct me 
in all my ways. The Lord has given me such a sense 
of the new wine being put into new bottles,^ that ray 
longing desire is, that all old things may pass away^ 
and all things become new. I tiiank my God through 
Christ, for the sweet peace I feel, and for the unity 
with all that love and fear Him— ^with the holy chnrcb 
triumphant above, and with the church militant below- 
Earnest is my cry,^ that my heavenly Father^, would 
pour out of His spirit upon all flesh, and that all the 
ends of the earth, may see the salvation of God. A few 
times lately, I have felt a degree of mortification^ which 
I know arises from pride ; oh ! the secret lurking 
places within, when shall the strong man be fully cast 
oat, and all his goods entirely destroyed.. 



haiX lirsl day week, as 1 sat ia meetinv^ dirinely 
refreslieJ, these words came powerFdlly Into iijy 
, twart, " 'I'he voii;e »aiJ cry, and be said wliat eiiall I 
; all flesli is gras,., and all tlie goadlineas tliereol'a. 
the flower of t!ie tieid." Tlie<<e words were living lo 
my wul, I was bowed in awe before tbe Aimiffiilj, 
and wai nearly overpowerinl with teurs. Tlie ineeUng 
breaking u]> was a relief to me. About this tiuje a 
dear Iriend, to wlioni I was most tenderly united, \efL 
U9 OH a religious viail to Friends, in Lbe neigbbourbood 
sf Loudon, Ajusl wbat b poor weak creature 1 am ; 
I believe her leaving us, u a favour manifested towards 
me, by tlitn who U a jealous God^ and will not liave a 
rival, for 1 liave fell smce ulio has been gone, as it' 
Uiere u us a sUiH' taken away, on whicb I bad been loo 
much disposed lo lean. 

One day baring my mind tenderly engaged for man- 
kind generally, that ibey uiiglit be saved, 1 telt ihis lo 
aritii in my mind; ob, Lord, 'I'boii IiB'l promised^ 
"' Whatsoever ye ask believing, ye libull receive." 
Camiot 1 then ask of Thee, for tlie ralvallon of the 
whole world, cannot all be saved ? it wiis very Hueelly 
brought lo my remembrance, "If they re|tent." Tbe 
elfect uf Junub'.H preaching lo tlie repenting Nineviten, 
WB« clearly brought to my mind ; also, that inercilul 
and grueioiis declaration of the Almighty, coucertiing 
oue tbal bad been a wicked and rehelliouB king, " Hne 
bo* Ahah humblelb hini^ell^" therefore, the Lord 
would cot bring the evil whicb He bad purposed con- 
cerning ibem. ''■ Oh! that men were wise, that they 
UDdentood thif, that they would consider (beir latter 
«nd." The feelings I have hud from season l.i aeasou^ 



GO 

while sitting in meeting, and indeed before I go there^ 
are inexpressible, ^he power of life arises so in mf 
mind, that I shrink from fear of wliat my heaTehly 
Father may require at my hand, and the language of 
my soul is: oh ! Lord, I am not pure, those that bear 
the vessels of the Lord should be pure. Oh \ wash 
me thoroughly and I shall be clean. If it is a sweet 
unity of spirit with those who are called to minister for 
their Lord and Master, according to the command 
given in scripture, " Bear ye oiie another^s burdens," 
it is a blessed unity, and to bear each •ther's burdens^ 
is a blessed work. Weeping appears to be my allot- 
ment, not only in meetings, but at my work^ by night 
and by day, when alone and* in company ; sometimes 
sorrow melts my heart, sometimes joy, for myself and 
others. For myself, sorrow for the sluggishness ther& 
is in me, the backwardness in not being more alive to 
my best interests, in not taking up the cross, denying 
self in every thing. Oh I my blessed Jesus, when shall 1 
bear this cross after thee, daily, hourly, every moment,, 
having every thought brought into the obedience of 
Christ. I desire not riches^ honour^ no,, nor Life itself^ 
but to be filled with heavenly love. 

At seasons, a longing desire arises to be dissolved,, 
and to be with Christ, which is far better^ for then 
should I never for one moment cease to love^ adore^ 
and magnify my dear redeeming Lord. Yet the desire 
is attended with a willingness to remain^ until I have 
done all the will of my heavenly Father, which he hat 
appointed for me to do. Oh I how 1 long, that all who 
name the name of Jesus, may depart from iniquity, and 
that all who have tasted of the powers of the world iok 
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lettle ilowp in a form of Godii&<:!ii>— But 
H oh. Lord ! rnont holy, biuI iiiosL righteous, grant tiiut a\\ 
^ i<|ich AS tiHve lasleil Thy sweet love, miiy pre 
' holines!! of'lieHrt, without which noone can see Thee to 
their joy. Uh 1 tlm iineot peace that iiltenilii thti mind, 
when there is hberly granted to speuk a few words in 
Thy namK and power — lo iovite ainiiera tu love Thee. 
1 r«lt Ibr some ueeka sorrow in heart, becaiine I did 
not Feel energy at soul, lo watch always. I haled 
balf-hearlediiexs, I knew my heavenly Father had 
called me to hoirne-'^ ol' heart, and short uf thi» 1 could 
not he happy, and the language of my soul was " Then 
shall I he satisfied, when I uwake up al'terTby likeness." 
'I'he ."Spring Quarterly Meeting was held at Fulmoulh 
about this time: allhougli I had felt very unwell for 
three weeks before, yet my spirit was pressed to go ; 
1 felt greatly discouraged al'ler ray arrived there ; hv 
reuwn of great bo.lily affliction; from time to time, I 
had lieen much t^hu tup, and knew not enough of Frieodd 
lliere, lo lake the liberty to cull at their houses, so | put 
up at an inn, and whilst feeling exceediogly low and 
ill from iuy journey, 1 felt in my heart, what is my 
ubject and aim in coming here — In it not for thy glory 
ob Ltird ? In lender love my heavenly Father look 
care for nie,and madi: the way open and easy before me, 
I lodged at the house of my dear friend K. F. and 
H tweet refreshing evening, night, and uioniing, 1 
(pent there, lor which my houI was truly thankful, and 
prfii*e<l ihe Uud of my many mercies. 1 felt extremely 
unik and |)ooily when 1 ueiit to [he meeting, hut 
mjj foiil gathered spiritual strenglli, ea my body 
^di, and after sitting in the n.ett- 



6i 

ing between four and five hours, I wan stronger at th( 

end than at the beginning ; Oh ! what a precious tirn( 

of overshadowing heavenly goodness was it to my poo 

soul, surely it was sitting with Jesus in heavenly placei 

Light, life, and peace, did indeed surround us ; I fel 

it was a time of drawing water, living water, from th« 

fountain head, and I felt sweetly, while in the meeting; 

the force of these words — 

•' Then if our fellowship below. 
In Jesus is so sweet, 
What heights of rapture shall we know, 
When round the throne we meet '." 

There were some dear friends with us at this time 
(4th. Month, 1831.) who were travelling in the worl 
of the ministry ; Daniel Wheeler, from Russia, ant 
Samuel and Maria Fox, from Wellington; with thest 
and some other of my dear Friends, whom I fell tc 
be some of the excellent of the earth, did my sou! 
most tenderlv unite in the sweet love of Jesus. Aftei 
my return home, I became very unwell, with a return 
of all my former pains, which were extreme while the) 
lai^ted ; frequently when lying down in my work room, 
for I was not able to sit up, I have felt thankful in the 
belief, that my heavenly Father dealt with me in wisdoir 
and in love, that I might not he taken up unlawfull; 
with lawful things. From the time I first met witl 
Friends,] always attended meetings, both on week day 
and first days, for at my most cold and indifferen 
times, I dared not neglect to meet with those wh 
assembled for worship. 

From my first illness in 1825, to the present tim 
1831, I have scarcely had freedom from pain an 
weakness, many hours at a time. I was advised b 
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Ihe doctor, to lake a little spiril with hat water, wbi 
in exlreme puiii. I was perfecily free to ask for it 
jht be— wlieii at Falmouth, a 3 be lore 
mention^J, 1 detiired a iittli; brandy and water under 
tliese ci re urns lances — some time after a Friend ex- 
pressed to me ihn desire (hut I would state when I 
BBked for it, that 1 took it medlcitiiilly, lest it might )>e 
ntiDBrked by others- After the Friend ihuR spoke lo 
tne, what a licason of tcmplalion did I pass through ; 
I wa» tempteci lo ihiiik every Ihing that was unkind of 
Friends; y^t afturwaiils whs I mmie sensible, ihat 
thix iiiexHag-e nas froJii the Lord, believing from Ihe 
feeliug!> 1 have had, since (hose dayti of Herce lempta* 
lion, dial there wa^ a ^nare laid by ^atau into which 
I wsK In danger of fulling. Since ihi.1 lime 1 have felt 
B rejection of spirituous llquor»<, and a dreud uml fear 
of iheni. One day while silling in my rooui a poor 
man passied ringing and playing on a violin, a very 
melancholy tune ; my -ipirits sunk before it, and I wai 
liroughl into much weepir.g. Whd:>t thus alFecled the 
query arose in my mind, does this bring my soul nearer 
to God ? Duet this qidcken anil animate my soul to 
elesTc more closely unto Dim ? 1 felt it did not, and hbw 
at that time di^^tinetly, that which was natural and that 
which *&» cpirilual. The natural part in me would have 
wept nu in much sorrow, aud would have cried, Lord ! 
Lord ! wilhoul the heart being profitably afFccleJ. 

VVtt were luvoured about this lime with the company 
of ChriHtoplier llealy, ftom America, on a religious 
vkit l« Friends and olhcrs, in England. 'I'here »a* ■ 
•riiw of [he Divine nverrhadowing in a peculiar degree 
id the meeting. Many were theu relVeahcd, llie Ian- 
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f;vag;e of my soul was — " This is none olher bul I 
lioiise oT God, and thin in the ^ate of heaven." H 
was my !>pirit united to tliis dear brollier iit his labm 
in the love of the ^oxpcl. My mind has beeO' 
<]uicketied with portions of the scripliire, while ajtli 
in ineelingfi, that I have greatly trembled for feap 
what the Lord wa* requiring of nie, I have cried 
niy heart, I am impure, tliey that bear the Teuelf 
the Lord should be holy ; I am a creature oF uncli 
lips, and I dflel! in the midst ot a people of uncli 
lipn. Then were ojiened to my iitind answers lo ih' 
reasoninffs, such as — who has made Miaii'a mmil 
have not 1 the Lord? and, who ia able to make < 
keep clean ? Is it not I, thti great 1 Am? One A 
day I went to meeting in great abasement, and I 
•ou! seeking unto God ; near the end of the meelii; 
the words of Habakkuk opened livingly in my $o 
" When I heard I tremliled, my lipn quivered at I 
voice, roHenness entered into my bones, and I trembi 
in myself; thai 1 might rest in the day of Iroublc 
Truly the passage was verified in me, both in and o 
of meetings, my heart was full, and my eyes on 
flowed, and rottenness did indeed ente 
" that I might rect in the day of Iroublc." Althi 
the purpose of my heart is to love God, and to gloril 
Him above all thing;8, yet how different do I act in th 
time of strong temptation ; for two or three days pai 
I have been greatly tempted: I cannot yet rejo'fl 
when 1 '' fall into divers temptations" — not whilst I ai 
passing through them. I often think of the faitti ( 
dear Jobo Fletcher, in these trying hours, when li 
19 obliged to light and Hy and run to Jesus, 



,1 do endearour thus ti> do, but how Teeble are mj 
jfflbrlij if ihy mercy alone, oil Lord! did not bring m« 
ihrOQgh, I should sink In the tryin<r hour, but glory la 
Thy adorable uame, Thou d'ulut a^aln bring' me into 
T^y habitation of reat and quietness. 

Id the ninth mouth, 1831, I went to the quarterly 
' nefting held at Austell. After 1 went to the meeting my 
tniDd was brought into a aweet stale; I offered myself 
unreservedly to God, as clay in the hdiids of the potter. 
Soon after silting down, these words were llvlcgly 
opened to my mind, " Woe unto those that cover with 
a covering, but not of my spi.-it, aailh the Lord." It 
WB* clear to nie, that it was to those that were cover- 
ing theiiiselvea with a profession, without the spirit of 
die Lord. I wan brought into an agony of spirit, I 
trembled and my strength was su taken from me, that 
■I the end of the meeting-, I could scarcely stand. 
Great was the sympathy, and many and large the testi- 
monies of encouragcnieiit given forth, yet 1 did not 
atuid up, and the distress of my soul was such, that in 
MguiHh, 1 exclaimed In my heart repeatedly, "' Oh ! 
■peak the words." I felt a little helped when a dear 
Friend stood up with these word<<, " Let the wicked 
fonuke his way, &c.," or words to Ihii effect, yet wm 
I filled will) Korrow, and felt as if the lilood of some 
would be required at my hands. 1 could sciircely bear 
to leave the town. Yet 1 huve eince been comforted 
Wilh earnestness of soul, cleaving unto the Lord, and 
oH«n in the iiiid>it of my dully employinent hai the 
Iwiguage arisen, " But go ihuu and preacli the gospel." 
I lelt the gospel could be preached publicly and pri* 
ralely. 'I'he gospel was "Good news to h)tl and 



rained man;" it v.aa "deliverance to the capti^t 
loul ;" it was " opening the prison doors to those Ihil 
were bound ;" it was " lo prench the acceptable year 
of the Lord." This might be in the cha.iibera o 
■Rliuted, whicli my hduI looked towards, and in \ 
it has been comrorted. 

One first day morninp, herore 1 went to meeting, 1 feh 
■uch aweet neartiexa to God, and the hurden on e 
what might be required at my hands. 1 had not been 
long in meeting before the commaad caine forth, u 
these words to express, " Whoiaaiiioiiff you that (earelh 
the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of Hi* servant, 
walketh in davkne^s and hath no light, let bini tni 
the Lord and xlay upon his Gad." Oil ! what diitren 
was I brougia into, im at Austell, the week before ; <Df 
heart beat, I trembled and n\y strength forsonk uift 
My blessed heavenly Faiher, in inBirite condeacenitifiiy 
opened to me many eneouraging invitations to 
dicncc, but my nature shrank. Admnnitinnii were 
presented id the language, " He that knoweth hk 
master's will and doeth it not, shall be buaten villi 
many stripes ;" and Esau deapiaing his birthright, couU 
not afterwardx obtain it, though he sought il careMlj 
■with tears ; and nlbers similar to the-ie. 

Both at Auslfll anil Trnro I felt as if I should h» 
overwhelmed, if the penjde ivere not warned, for Uii 
weight of souls was on me. Oh ! astonishing diMihi 
dience ; I felt as il' I could gladly have shruok into li 
dust, not lo have been belield by mortal eye. Hitherto 
hast 'J'hou brought me, my adorable Lord, may 
future life be given up unto Thee— a whole burul 
sacrifice; may I keep back nothing wliifh 'I'bou 



jt requirest of tne. Oh ! ati'en<rtlien inc [o walch and 
4 pray voiilinuBlly. 

■ ' Before I went to meelin<r on tiFth day, I wai under 
1- Mcli a wfight, 1 couU scarcely roach my seal. Ths 
I grucious itianiFe-itatJoii was again revealed to ine in 
these word!!, " Uhs^ the Lord, oil uiy soul ! and forget 
not all hia benefits." I desired cariieiilly to be strength- 
eue<l, !a bo obedient, but the rea^ioning jjower so got 
up in my mind, that I shrunk Iroin ihe cross again, 
and felt as is implied in these wnrds, " Thy (errors 
make me afraid." VVe read in the scripturen to Ihia 
effecl, " Fight the good fight of faith ;" " Lay hold 
en eternal life; ""Strive to enter in at the strait 
gale i" " Hun the race that is set liei'ore you ;" 
** Watch and pray ;" and many other similar passiigeii, 
■]] these tell us there U aa opposing poircr. Ttw 
•pirit warring against lite fierh, and the flesh against 
the spirit, and these two are contrary one to the 
other. Thill have 1 experienced Etrikingly to my own 
mind. 

Un fine day, the 35th of ninth month, before ths 
morDing meeting, I Celt such shrinking from the weight 
tliat rested on me, that I waH tempted like poor Jonali, 
to tuni aside, and to slay at home from meeting ; but 
I dared not. In meeting I fell my mind sweetly en- 
(rngfd in xitlemn adoratinn, when this language we* 
given nie to express, " I heard a voice from heaven, 
ny'mg unto me, blessed are the dead, which die in tha 
Lord, for they rest from (heir laluurs and their worki 
do IaIIow them;" but an before I was again disobe> 
dtenl, and came away quite distressed. In llie evening 
nieeliiig, I had nol sat long before I was powerfully 



corrected by tlieee words, " Lig;lit is sown for 
righteous and gladness for the upright in heart,'.' 
laboured eamesil; lo get my will resigned, aiuj i 
what did I pass ihrou^k during that meeting; m, 
merciful encouragements were revealed to me, to all 
10 obedience. When ihese failed, then were banded 
me, the fearful judynrenis of (he Alriiighty ; sndaga 
" His terrors made me afraid,'' I replied in eSp 
" I ani afraid of Thy indignation, I will obey Tbei 
I did stand up, and spake tije nords, " Light is coi 
for tfie righteous, &c." t know nut liow I stood d 
gresi power rested on my own soul, particularly in ] 
words " Gladness for the upright in hearL" ] h 
iweel peaee afterwards. 

On the t'ullowiiig tilth day, my mind was in asoien 
tnd sweet state, and my spirit was refreshed before S 
Maker, when these words were livingly revived in n 
heart, " Behold, I show yoii a mystery, we shall not J 
Jeep, but we ihall all be changed, in a moment, in I 
twinklmg of an eye, at the last Irump. The trump 
■hall Eouiid, and (he dead s! all be rai.'ed incorruptibi 
and we shall be changed." I was led to feel the sleej 
state of some presenr, even near unto death — dei 
white they live, and earnestly did 1 desire ilieir sou 
redemption, but 1 did not Fpeak, the reasoner aga 
prevailing. Hut, alas! I was made sorrowful on til 
account, 1 wept as I passed through the strei-t, becaV 
I believed it was for the people, and it was heavj' 1 
me lo bear. The day after I was greatly templed, ai 
the seventh day was a day of darkhess indeed. O 
the anguish of spirit 1 endured. 1 remembered liow 
was with me hefi.re I gave up the greater pan of D 
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^ bdaincss, I had then a very uomforlable income, al trays 
•T inuney for eFiTy purpose; I never wanted a disposition 
f lo give a sispencL', nor one lo give ; but now, although 
(nercifuliy aiippliud from season l» 
hold TurSalan, tempting me 
pay my just debts, 
poor, ngeJ, and afflicted iDOlher to support. I had 
id WHS ri'ady lo wish 1 had never opened my 
mouth in meeting;, and even that I had never turned my 
(nce Zionuardj ; but that 1 bad enjoyed the things of 
the world, and ihouglit nothmg ol' religion. My dear 
Niottier inquired why I sorrowed so, but I eoulJ not tell 
fcer ; at last I saJd inwardly, " Well if I do come to want 
ttiKl misery, and my dear mother aNo, and if I peri:ih 
on adungbiU, let me peris!i cleaving- to the Lord I" lie 
lifted my liend above the water QooJs and comforted me 

My dear mother had not been able lo get out of doors 
from the 18th ol ninth month. Ou the fth of eleventh 
■nontli, third day night, she was taken very ill, will) 
erj'upelna iu her head, face, and che^t, and was in a 
faigb fever. Medical aid was tailed in, they were fuith- 
lul ID iiie, and did not give me the kast hope' My 
prrciouB motlitr was tl^ar to me as my onn life, and 
1 |ji:lieV(-il lliis affljction befel ber in consequence of my 
duubediencc, to what had bi'en required of me to de- 
clcre m the ii:eeting at liitTei enl lime?. A sense of this 
wugivtn mu in the meeting, on the 18ih of ninth month, 
wLeii I di<l exceedingly fear and iremUe. Oh! the 
•Arnmlengtigi'ment of spirit I was brought into, I could 
ailittifJ umil my lieavctdy Father gave me tmaa 
F 3 
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evidence, that He would fully save my beloved r 
One evening the doctor said, ** she will be very v 
ing to night, the fever is so high." This was as a 
my heart; I greatly feared, and craved of my G 
Father that she might be kept in her right inii 
she was mercifully so kept. My spirit was made t' 
for this and all other favours. Another night 
was watching by her bed side, she became vcr^' d 
and restless; I sunk down in great stillness and ( 
roent of spirit ; the woman who was with me, aj 
to have felt the sense of it, and sat qiiiclly 
chair, and my precious mother was quiet imme 
and fell into a sweet sleep. 

For about twelve months past my dear mot! 

been renewedly stirred up to seek after heavenly 

and when we were alone, our general conversat 

on such subjects: and the hidden work in the he 

Its purification^ and the earnestness of spirit witl 

she was engaged to seek unto God, was at thi 

time a great coinlTort to me. About the middle 

day, when my dear mother was dying, alihfjug 

not aware of it, never having seen any one die 

I shut and locked the bed-room door, the famil 

down stairs, and fell on my knees at the foot of 

on which she lay as I thought, sweetly sleej 

began to pray earnestly for her in my heart, wit 

breathings to Him who looketh thereat ; soon m; 

was turned into praise, for what the Lord had « 

her. That he had redeemed her from iniquity-, 

saved her ; thns was the evidence in tender mer 

m^^ in answer to my simple and importunate 





and a few hoars aflerwanls she departed ibis li>e. I 
■at and watched the gentle depariare — a« the clow 
vunie, the (uce ^thered into a sweet Kmiie — it was 
tovely in death. It is impostibif to describe my Teel- 
ii^at ihatawriil time; I fellason thevergeoFheaien, 
and the gales or the new Jerusukm seemed o|)ened to 
my view, with ihe glorilted host. My soul was in so- 
lemn Btlorution. I could only express glory, glory ! 
my Father, »iy Father! When thinking and feeling 
much nhout my denr mother one day, 1 was graciously 
warned hy these words, " Worship God." Aliersome 
exercise of spirit, my faith was strengthened, and I 
was kept from xinking in the mighty waters. She huil 
during her life lime taken all the care of hon-eki;epi(ig 
from me; I now felt u continual soeceasion of sucli 
e»Tts oppressed jny mind, and cried eornefilly to the 
Lord, ihHi He would deliver me from them. I was 
wnder this depression of spirit, when the lime for the 
week day meeting arrived ; I hesilated about going, 
sad nearly concluded not to go, sitting down to work, 
but I could not remain at home, and arose In haste to 
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time of abundance of peace and heavenly refresh nienl. 
This lias been my general manner of living for some 
lime past-: in the Buinmer I rise ii bout five o'clock, In 
order to have one hour to Bait upon llie Lord in spirilj 
in winter I endeavour to be dressed by six o'clock, and 
gcDerally leel my soul drawn in hutiiblu adoration, to 
bow my outwai-d knees until seveno'clotk. ThenehaTO 
indeed been seasons of great blesWneis. When a L 
,nUJ lime 1 have not risen so early, 1 have bsen made 
-though I have always done so in lite cro«». 
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but huve been refreshRil by tbe 

declaration ol' the blesiied Httiieeii 

be my disciples tiiu<t take up llieir 

low me." I aoiuetimen find I liavo 

BgBJDRt fleali end bland, but 

)X)wers, mill Rjiiritual wiukedneas in higii plnces; on 

no wonder when Satan liiinielf «as once founil preaoi^ 

ing htiixeU' with the nervanls of the l^ord. 

j^hoiU this time 1 ihouglil to give up hou!iel(eepiil| 
and to live in lodgings. 1 coiiimitled my whole ev 
to the Lord, and entreated simply as a little child, Ub 
Ila would nierciluUy grant, that some one should con 
and olFer me Imlginirii ; not tliat 1 nould teinpt a 
heavenly Father by seeking a sign, but leuling my ulU 
inability to know the right place. In a lew houra alte 
a perwii came to offer me lodgings — the circuniittaDC 
waK remarkable lo Ihe inillvidiial, and I received it wil 
frralefid fi-eiings. For a few days I was op|>res)e 
with much self-comjdai'eiicy, and tliu workingnof 
vain iiiiaginat ion ; I abhorred it, and earnestly denif 
the total anniliiialtnn of self in evury way. 

The way opened remarkably for my going lo H 
monlbly meetin<r, at Falmoutli ; llie desire of my loil 
Tor some time has been, that 1 may live only for Goe 
and DO Ihis occasion the engiigeiiietit of my Bpint wai 
thai my goicig niight be for Ilin glory, and its 1u 
guage, "If Thou go i;ol wilii me, carry me no( V\ 
lience," I returned in peace lo my outward babitatiol 
The following day was our week-day meeting; gre( 
■olemnity rested on my mind in the morning, an 
sliorlly after 1 was in the meeting, 1 shrunti under i 
E that vocal pupjdicalion would be required of mi 
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I earnestly entreated Ihe Lord that Hb would not re- 
quire lU\*, aud said, ' if Thou requirest me to ntand up 
for i Thee, oh! strengthen nie.' In compassion, ihe 
■pint ofiiujiplicalioD nati wilhtlranii, and obedience hb<i 
required to stand up with these words, " Now is Christ 
' ri«eii Trom the dead, and become the Rrsl IruiLi of Ihein 
thatKlepu For since hy man came dealh, by man camH 
also the resurrection of the dead. For as ia Adam nU 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive." I 
laboured until the meeting' ended; somelimes wan 
partly raised nif my seat, jet did I not lake u|) my 
crona to stand np, I waa iq an a^ony inexpre^iijle, 
known only to Uod and my own soul. The sound also 
of blasting' and mildew struck my inward ear for dis- 
obedience, which made me exceedingly trenible. I 
came quietly out of the meeting-house, without spealt- 

29th of 1st month, 1832. I am now very unwell 
indeed, sufferinff frreatly from spasms, and I believe 
much gout in (he sloninch. This affliction was first 
brought on by grief and sorrow, and whenever my 
mind is brought under exercise or trouble, I generally 
fee! B return of it. No wonder that 1 sutTer. 1 leave 
this on record, that others may he more obedient I 
evpect chastening, — "Why should ] be slricken any 
more?" Is it not for disobedience ? Have I not known 
the will of my heavenly Father, and not done it? 
Whnt must I espect, but to be beaten with njany 
stripes. Yet the sound of holiness is as a spring of 
life (o my soul. I earnestly desire at^er il ; more than 
my necessary food. The Lord knows my heart that I 
desire neither riches, nor honour, nor friendship, neillier 



any in heBven above, or on the earlli beneall,, j 
from Him. 

Slh of 2nd month. Slill am I under the chns 
hand of my heavenly Faiher for disobeilience. ( 
day ladt, cny mind was sweetly soleiiii), and 1 felt n 
I enlered the meeting thai creatures ami created ihir 
were nothing to me, but God wus all in all. 1 fl>It m 
■fier that I was called In bear tesliiiiony ti 
lore, in these words, " The Lord said onto my Lord, 
■it thou on my right hand until J make lliy enemie) 
thy footstool." I was Ktrengthened (o stand up, el- 
press them, and returned- in much peace. 'I'his day, 
( 1 si day,) has been a lime of deep |iri>ving' ; both in the 
morning and afternoon meeting, portions of scripture 
were given me toexpresx, but I uilhheld them. 1 can 
testify that the word of the Lor<l was aa a tire in inj 
bones, yet the reasoning power got the mastery, and I 
remained outwardly silent; but the diatresB 1 waa 
brought into waii beyond description — great. 

Id a few »eek» I felt a willirgnean, after greet 
travail of apiril, to give up to the apprehended requir- 
jngii oF my heavenly Master, and oh ! the sweet peace 
1 was preserved in. When in grent suffering, and lying 
down in my woik.rooni, to receive a li'tle outwaril 
■trength, my heart has been so full of the power of 
redeeming love, that I have felt constrained to i 
those around me to love the Lord with all the affeclian 
uf Iheir hearts; telling thent the sweet peace X felt 
therein, and entreating theni to cease from e 
the first motion thereof in their own hearts. In tlut 
•njoyment of this peace, it was my meat a 
preach Christ, and the power of His resurrection. Onu 



SUt daj, about this time, the words revtred in my 
mind, " I am the resurrection and the life, saUb the 
^Ah!,.'' &c, I was brought under exercise for RomB 
time, to know the will of my heavenly Father; entreat' 
\ng Ilim to Kireng'lhen me, lest I should again ba 
brouf^ht into trouble for disobedience. At last, ability 
was giveD to sttind up ; ut soon as 1 had eicpre^ied ths 
firitt von'.t, 1 felt Satan a.' at my right hand, tempting 
nie to Belf-L-oinplucency. 1 sat down in sorrow and 
abhorrence of mysvlF, and felt as if ihe words I had 
ezjiressed i\ere a-' «ind, and that all the meeting must 
have felt lliem ao, and reject iiie fully, ] t appeared la 
lue that I hud Far ralher have been disobedii;ti(, than 
ibUf to have opened mj mouth ; but I could appeal la 
Iba learclier of hearts, that m hal J had done, had been 
in the iKilief that it was His holy will, and in IIi» fear; 
tutd when thus eiiabled to appeal, I had peace. 

IQth of 8tli month, 1832. In the morning meeting 
1 Ku« brought into deep expreise of Hpirit, and thii 
portion of scripture waa opened to me to eti props, "B:it 
Ibrre (he gloiioua Lord will lie unto us a place of broad 
riven and Btreums, wherein shall go ha galley with 
(Mrt, neither ihall gallant ship |ia)>s thereby. 'I'ha 
Lurd i« our judge ; (he Lord is our lawgiver ; the Lord 
1» our king, ile will xave u<." 1 felt the glorious Lord 
wn to dl that lovrd Him, broad rivers and stream*, 
ip liiB fubit«i oC Ilia grace and mercy; tliat He did 
indeed rtfre>h the hungry and thirsty soul that hungered 
■ml lliimled alter righleousness, with the living (trettmi 
«| lifr, and that in this way should be found no galley 
no corrndiog cares; no worldly iniudeduen) 
jBwly oulwiird profcasori — utithcr thuul.l galliiat 
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ship pass thereby ; no pleasure takers, nor llio5e ihfct 
indulge in natural gralificationa ; but Ihose only »ho 
have learned tlie way of the crow, denying- ihemselrsa 
daily — to those the Lord ii become judge, lawgiver, 
and king, and He will siive such. Although I could 
guareely keep my Beat, yet the cross waa so great that 
1 resialed, and did not obey. As soon a« the meeting 
vae over, I was plunged into the depth of Boirow. I 
could scarcely reach juy home ; bathed in tears, I en- 
treated the [^rd to bless the snnls He intended to blea 
by this portion ofacrijiture, for He could bletni with, or 
ivilhout means, and let me only be the xuBerer. I 
bHiieve r greatly grieved the Holy Spirit, in this, my 
disobedience ; I lelt as if I was s^oing further from 
peace every day, I go to meeting, but I feel dry, 
barren, unprofited, and Boiuetimea as if I had never 
known the way of peace; and when my heavenly 
Father, in mercy, visit), with a glimpae of holy love, it 
in but short and transient. Oh 1 how I lung to drink of 



the living' fountain, i 
of God. 

Blesned be the nt 

His face for ever, m 
in tender coinpn<si( 
restored my soul to i 
a season, 1 fell ulmos 



'hose streams make glad the cllj 

me of my God, He does not hide 
r leave me in my low estate ; but 
n, to my great misery, He hai 
degree of heavenly favour. For 
constant aspiralions to my Father 
which is in heaven, that 1 was led to recognize the 
■weet days of my childhood, when the breathing of mj 
■oui was heaven-ward. ^ 

This day has been a day of trial. A dear Friend, 1 
whom I called, told me, in as tender a manner as 
■ible, that Eoiiie Frieodg were not Eutitified wit! 



I upcfikiner in ineelino;s. I received it Ihroiig-h Tavour, 
iit'ifrMit |)eace, and could truly say, "All 'I'Ijou per- 
il witleRt is best," I then told the Friend oT a few of 
!the deep exercising «eusoDS 1 had {ia>se<l through. 
Allhaii|r|i I received the messagu in [leiicc, yel doec it 
eotne over me or the wave« of the sea, nnd 1 niii filled 
I Kilh wecjiiiig. ] have heeii (Itfsiring;, particularlr 
nf \tt\e.f for a deeper work of ptnice in my heart, so 
llial I n.ay be brought to perfeel hohness in the fear of 
llie UrU; I desire that lliis mny be ihe inean. of 
ileeprriiiig iity Hjilrit in hiimility, und lliot, not only the 
mrlhly nuture, but the heavenly nUa, that watiti> lo 
be shuken. may lie taken away, and that nothing jnay 
'remain Kut the piiri', iincorrupted, seed of li(i; in my 
Hilf which may bring forth fruit a bund red -fald, to the 
Klory of Him who liath called me oat of darkness into 
Hi* mBrrellous light. Whatever may arise to oppo*e, 
I know my record ii on high, and I know idio that my 
I Rnlsemer li?e(!i. What shall I render unto the Lord, 
tor although lie halh permrlted me lo be tempted, 
lOMcd, and di«trefl.<ed, He hath not vuffi^red nie lo he 
(Itstroyed. IVained he His name, it ha<i been a time 
«f elfHTing to Mini wilh deep ncamhing of heart; and 
1 irouli) DOW humbly acknowledge that I believe, since 
ibeaSth of eighlh month, 1830, and it is now ;frd of 
traOi month, ISJ'i, I havt^ had but one end in view, 
mnd thut is the glory of iny Father in heaven, for I have 
purpo'ely fullowed the Lord from that time ; and I cHti 
now >et to my seal, the Ijord ]r my portion, niy livinj; 
portion. 1 U-Iicve the enWclual furvent priiyer of the 
ri^hteou* availelh much. We are enjoint-d to proy 
MM fur aiioliicr; and 1 l>elicvc, if we cndi'itvoured to 
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^^H who H re enduring temptation, and pray cBrneBtlfMl' 


ii 


^B Tor another, it would be pkasing; to our lieafedi 




^M Father. 


a 


^H I am now about forly-five years of age. I ha» 


> 


^H been remembering something of the way in which mj 




^H heavenly Ma^^ter hug lutl me. Strait i.i the gate, and 




^H narrow is ihe way, that Ifndeth imtc IITe ; ye», mj 




^H dear frientU, whoever you are, that may read these 




^M lines,— the way of self-denial ia a strait and narrow 




^H path, not allowing even one indulgence to the Resh. 




^^1 Oil \ mistake not your path ; you t^annot <<erve God aixl 




^M Mammon 1 for he that soweth lo the flexh, Kimll of the 




^B fleah reiip corruption, but he th:a yieldeth obedience to 




^H the spirit's rcqiiirings, shall reap lile ever-lasting, U 




^H may be instructive to some to consider, as the remem- 




^1 brance has o^en been to my own mind, that however 




^^H nnimiiortant things may appear lo the human under- 




^H standing, yet there is nothing which the Lord requIrM 




^H u» to deny ourselves in, however little it may appear, 




^H bul that if we retain it, it will mar our peace, and stap 




^H our progresis in the way of life. 1 have reinembervd 




^H how it was with me uh«n 1 smoked, and afterwards, 




^H when I indulged in taking snuff. 'I'he^e indulgeacM 




^H to many, perhaps, are easy ; but to me, cerlain con- 




^H demnalion followed, Tor the judgment of ihe Lord WW 




^H clearly set against both these practices. 




^H For some months after I tias spoken to respectidfr 




^H speaking in meetings, no language can espress, neillmr 




^H can any conceive, except sucli as have laboured under 




^H similar exercises, the extreme heart-reniling sorrow L 




^^ft was at seasons, plunged inio ; not tl.at 1 wua sorry^l 



bttd been prevented from speaking in public, of tkii 
1 Ml glH<l| it Ftlieved me from Rutfecing and perplexity 
on tbal account; but this was the temptation, my 
unfailhfulneBs to God, who had calleil me to Ihia work ; 
bow often huve I wisbed 1 bad died a 
the ligbt, for I thought it impoiisible ever to be for- 
given, and was bocdering on di(:traction. Stripped of 
■enaible good, all was dry and biirren ; liow does the 
enemy of our pence first tempt us to disobedience, and 
then triumph in our misei'y. After some months, the 
Lord, in lender compassion, hfted my head above tlie 
watcr-fioods, and gave me power again to hope in His 
mercy, fie did indeed revive in me a degree of faith, 
whereby I was euuhled to believe He would forgive 
Ine this great trHit>!gressioii. 

'i'bn tower of Babel being spoken of, my mind was 
inatructed — liow do the children of this generation 
build the lower of Bubel now ? is not the natural mind 
fraught with vain imaginations ? and what do sueb vain 
itiiagi nations do for us? do ihey not leave na in con- 
liision ? are they not vanity and vexation of spirit f 
The redemption of llie soul ia precious, and to be re> 
tieenicd from lhe«e thinga a great work. 

[Long inlervaia occur wiihout any memoranda, and 
ihi) remaining pansages appear as fragments. She 
record<>, " I huve often been made eorrowful for omit- 
Un^ lo write down the gracious dealings of my 
bcBveuly Father towards me."] 



_ On the Sod of 5lh njonlh, 1834, my little niece died, 
ft whom I was affectionately united. I have felt 



itiHt hff loas cBnnnt bo supplieil to me. She 
«u]ii!riar initiLt, was sweet and amiable, and whatKi 
>Iill more enJearing, lier mind was become iiieasiirahlj 
>|iiri[tj»l, iir.der ibe restraints and gracious dratvingi 
oCber heavenly Father's love. 

18lh,'2i)d month, 1841. This ha!i been a v 
deep searching, and the deafre of my sonl has been, anii 
i-i. " Search me, oh God ! anil know my heart, try 
uud know my thoughts, and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in Ihe way everlasting." He 
who knowelh what \a m man, and who neither >luii<- 

ilis rreatures, watchelh over me. He brought my 
tpirit low before Him, and my soul into deep ubase- 
iLieiit. He opened ray eyes lo see the jrreat iiiixlurc 
there wae in me; and he showed me this also fhoil 
not be — that the Ueld wes not to be sown with diven 
Kirla of seeds, nor the garmimt to be woven of linen 
and woollen together; neither should the mixture of 
the iron and clay stand, but that il was to be broken t" 
piece.4, ujid to become like the chatf of Ihe summer 
threshing floor, and the wind was to carry it away. 
He that halh ears lo hear let him hear. The Lord gavii 
me to see his wonders in the deep ; I iias brought low 
and be helped me, and my sou] cleaved unio Him ; my 
language wud to this effect— tlien shall ] be satisfied 
when I awake in Thy likeness. 'I'his was the travail' 
of my soul, that the old leaven might be east out ; llw,^ 
old selfiKb nature destroyed, and that I might wiloe^J 
a renovation, an entire dediualion of heart unto Goctf 
and a language has arisen, " W by abodest lliou nmnag' 
thu liieep folds, to hear the blealii^g uriiie flocks — for 




**Cansllhou by searcliing' find oul God ? caaatthou 
BnJ out the AlmigSly unio perfeclion?" My heart 
generally cleaved unto the Lurd, and I endeavoured to 
pay my tows unto God. In this stale 1 utiended meet- 
Sag, my soul breathing fur full redemption, and thai 
jl might live each moment fur UtHi, and not for the 
I creature, to stand ready for eternity; when, unexpectedly 
I (a myself 1 was required to expresa these vrordj, 
"There is therefore now do condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesua; who walk not after the 
I flesh, but after the spirit," — with a little enlargement. 
I I felt as speaking for God, and in His presence, and 
nil the inhabitants of the earlh were as nothing. Soon 
after thi*, 1 attended the funeral of a dear young 
Friend, on nhose account my mind had been much 
engaged during her illness — her end was peace. 
Whilst at the grave, the spring of life presented a few 
words to my mind, to express— but 1 shrunk frojn it. 
Afler we went into the meeting, my mind became 
much exercised, being required to express these wordt, 
'■It not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" Jt 
opened to my mind this way : man, in his natural stale, 
b u a brand fit for the fire, but that the love of God, 
nutuifested through Jesus Christ, our Saviour, was suf- 
ficient to redeem him from all iniquity, and to make 
hint mvet for an eternal habitation in glory. I began 
|0 look at my own impurity, and the uiixlure that I felt 
•till rramming, and apprehended I might be excused. 
Sthonith monlh, \84'i. A few weeks since, I waa 
'hi into tt stele of greet diuouragenietit, weejtiiig 
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and mourning were my clothing — I felt I was gWm^ 
way to despondency. This bitter cup was my portion 
for three days and nights, and when my Leavenlj 
Father said, "It is enough," I was aroused by ihil 
inspeaking voice, in langLHge such aa this, *' Stir 
thyself, for if thy miin! sinks in this extremity, all tliat 
thy heavenly Father has called thee to give up, and 
testify Bgainat, will be considered by the world, as the 
effect of a disordered mind ; and the precious tritlh 
which Ihou hast been called to bear witness to, will be 
evil spoken of on ihy acrount." 1 was niercifullj 
strengthened (o call upon liie Lord, and He heard niT' 
cry, and turned my captivity, and filled my heart 
)ove, and granted me the spirit of prayer, with st 
cries to the Fatlier of mercies for the saivalion and n- 
(lemption of man, especially for the sick, tbose thai 
were near to enter into eternity, that the Lord would 
be merciful unlo them, and spare them until they liad 
recovered their spiril'ial strength. 

■Jlst of nth month. "I will sing of mercy and 
judgment; unto Thee, oh Lord! will 1 sinpf, It ii 
they that go down to the sea in ships — that do buslneii 
in great waterp, tliese see the works of the Lord and 
Hifl wonders in the deep," I have had a strong BelF- 
■will lo be brought down, therefore 1 have needed much 
chastening, and the conflict has been great betneea 
flesh and spirit; but I have never found the Lord » 
abidingly near as lately. Often in the day and night, 
replenishing my soul with His heavenly love ; bovitig 
my spirit, and melting my heart, and. raising carnert 
cries unto Him for lull dedication of soul. Yet have i 
never before so clearly seen the poHers of darkncM, 




83 

iblle adfenary ao near. I may Esy the word* of 
unto Simon are descriptive of my stale, 
lold ! Satan hath desired to have you, that he may 
heat." His appearance has beeo various, 
B a fiery flying Berpeol — sometimes ax 
itening falUng' from heaven— Bornetimei so present 
powerfully felt, that 1 have cried unto the Lord for 
J have heen reiuinded by these sore con- 
r an account I heard of Luther, while in his 
f contineiiient or neclusion from his enemies; he 
: tempting adversary ao aeosihly near, that he 
lis ink-stnnd at him — 1 have entered into sym- 
wjth him in this state. 

12lh month, 1842. "Behold it is not of the 
if Hosts that the people shall labour as in the 
Tery fire," feels to be something of my state. The 
apostle James is very encouraging to all such exercised 
touls, "My brethren count it all joy, when ye fall into 
(livers temptatioita ; knowing this, that the trial of your 
faith worketh patience, but let patience have her per- 
fect work, thai ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nulhing." We shall know experimentally what these 
tioriptures mean, and witness them fulfilled in ii9, if we 
walk in the light of Irulh. " Then shall we know if 
we follow on to know the Lord, Hia going forth is pre- 
pared as the morning, and he shall come unto us as the 
ruiii, as the former and latter rain unto the earth." 
VVbilst beset with lemptation.q, even to bitti>rness of 
soul, such discouragejnent has my poor tried mind sunk 
into, thut I have gone mourning as clothed in sack- 
cloth i yet in the inid»t of these coiiHictiiig. exercising 
Id the light of the Lord brtiaL forth In my 






I 



mind, and cnabk nie to see the sulitle, craft; worLin, 
of ihe aiiven'Hry. One cloy tlifse words arose in n 
mind in the power of Ifutlj, " Jfafter ihe manner) 
men, I have i'nugiit vilh beasts at Epheeus, ^fc| 
sdventagelh it me, if the dead rise not? Let ua e 
nDd drink ; for to-morrow we die." 

While looking hack on the way in which my heavenl 
Father had iiiarvelluuKly led me, and instructed n 
both in heights and depths, the many sore conflid 
with ihe powers of darkness, I cried, ' what advantagv^ 
it me if the dead rise not?' My soul did cry that 
might lully witness the resurrection from the dead 
that I might know Christ and the power of Ilia ■ 
rection. 1 craved for full dedication to serve the Jjor 
in newness of life ; and 1 was enabled to rejoice that ' 
.had been brouglit through divers temptations; heini 
favoured to feel, in some degree, that tribulatio 
workelh patience, and patience experience, and 6il 
pe Hence hope. 

But 1 have thought of how much sorer punishmeal 
shall he be thought worthy, who trcadeth unde 
Ibot Ihe Son of God, and hath counted the blood of th« 
covenant, wherewith He was sanctified, an ui 
(hing, and done despite unto the spirit of grace. 
that the children of men would consider this, and wouldt 
lay these things to henrt, and when God mercifully 
visits them, by the light of Jesus Christ, who u 
Ightof the world; making manifest in their hearU 
the hidden works of darkness: oh ! may they cot tan 
from it, but bear the j udgnient of the Lord against (hs 
evil; for Z ion shall be redeemed with judgment, anil 
her converts with righteousness. It has felt to d 
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that whereinsoever we turn from tliia reprover in our 
avrn lii'iirU, which ii the iipirit of Chrikt, Uiei'e sLriviii^r 
wjtl^ tiaj if we turn our Uicks on this, anil choose our 
«W.n va)', will not this stHnii njori: uguinst us thiin ull 
ibe vatu word* and thoughts of our life. 

^Hl concluding the eNlracls rrnni the jonrri.-ii, it set^int 
ri|{'ht lo aild Boiiie iiieniorial ul' the lu»it dnys of thU ih-ai' 
Krieud, ulliiougli there vias little ability during Iter latt 
illi>«s« tor much expression, and, ihereTore, but little lo 
record. Her Hense oF weukne^s, and the greatly in- 
oreiued luffering', caused by any nientui exeileiueiil, 
induced her to decline seeing tnaiiy of the kind friends 
who culled lu inquire for her. To the lew who were 
privileg'ed to have fret: access to her chumher, to 
intninler to her bodily want!>, this was ofLeii cause of 
regret; hut her state was such as to precludQ thejf 
urging her to do anything to nggravale her Kulferlufr, 
When made aware of the probable early terminatiou of 
her life, it did not uppeur to ])roduce the least perlur> 
batiun of mind, although she had previously anpre- 
liended there nns service before her to have beeu 
Ailfilled in this world, iihe then employed herself in- 
duttrioufely in settling her outward concerns; arranging 
■ltd destroying papers and ktlera. and putting all in 
right order lor sonie poor persons for u honi she had 
bwn ucciisloined lo care ; thid done, she seemed lo feel 
•he ]i«d but to wait for the end, and at limes was ready 
lo query why it was so long delayed. Conliding, 
duoLful hope, was usually the covering of her spirit, 
le that He who had visited her in 



85 

her very early yearii, nnd had, marceltoudy ti 
tulloweij her throiigli Ufo with His Diercy and goodaem, I 
WQuld not forsake her !n the time of greatest b 
Sha delighted lo retrace His loving kindiieHS, Mhileithl I 
Beliiie of her unfaithfulness to so gracious a Lord vA\ 
Mitster, ofien cautied the learsi to How, atid this, 
sore diBtreBs of body, she regarded as ihe needful cha»- 
tiseiuent of her heavenly Father, and, therefore, under 
all, she wBB enabled to trust undoubtingly ii 
lainino; arm. At timei, the violence of the pain caused. 
her to exclaim in bodily ang-ulsh, " Oh 1 I am distresKed 
with Buttering," and lo utter piercing shrieks; bi 
ivlien the beliel' wm eKjiresBed thi^t she would be »J| 
ported and utrengtliened lo bi^ar all that was laid upc 
her, her countenance would brighten as she assurt 
those around her, "All »as peace, all quietnesawjlbiB, 
not a cloud, not a shade over the bright prospect belbre 
her ; it was all joyous." On one occa! 
nance was observed to de|>ict deep conflict, aud she 
emphalically said (o a beloved Friend, who kat beiide 
her, " 1 think Satan will not be permitted to take n) 
now ; I hate ain, and all connected with it; I haved 
fellowship with the devil, or any of his » 
following lines were repealed to her, and seemed lo \ 



havt 



;Blm 





AdiI he »ho nevec doubleil of lii> state, 






He may, perhaps,— purhapa, he may lo 


lale." 


Peace « 


as so.]n restored, and with it the 


ivonted tetl 


iiity nf« 


xpresHion. 




She 


was often deeply exercised on 1 


ehalf of I 


refgiou 


society of which she was a lu 


niber, vet 




lestly desiring the redemption of all belon^in^ to itj 
1^ from, every thing oF a polluling nature ; and that tliej 
might be a pure people, wulkiiig worthy of Iheir high 
and holy calling ; prepared to ujthold the standard oF 
truth BOd righleouanessi, and be us lighls in the world. 
Glorious was the view opened to her mind respecting 
them, if Kucli fhonld be the case with them. While 
■he apprehended ai«nson ofdeep proving and persiecu. 
tion awaits them, bringing her at BCHsons. a^ she 
Expressed herself, into sympathy with llie dear nnarlyra 
of (brmer times, as led to the slake. One day she so- 
lemnly committed to a friend, «ho was with her, a 
concern to be commnnicHted, thro:igh the length and 
breadth of the land — she repented thepassave — " Hiin 
lIlMt 18 weak in the faith, receive ye : hut not to doubtful 
dispulations." She said hor heavenly Father hail 
opened it to her mind, as it regarded Friends, that 
g^eat care sliould be exercised in admitting any into 
Aienibership in this society ; tliey should not be received 
to " doublftd disputations," hut Friends sliould be 
cle»r that the eye was single, the motive pure, the lift: 
and conversation consistent; that there might be a 
pure church, a glorioui, holy remiiaul, the beauty and 
glory of wliich had been revealed to her. Alter she 
became too weak to read herself, when reading to her 
wa!i proposed, she declined it, saying portions of scrip- 
ture were brought lo her remembrance, for her re- 
I'reithinent und comfcirt, as she was able to bear iheuij 
but she couhl not listen to reading. 

Allliougli her sufTering from the progress of the dis- 
ea*o was such as word^i cnnnot describe, and opiates 
were the only mean^ of relief that could he resorted to, 
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Khe decidedly refused taking them, after she became 
{tenfiible tliat they had the effect of clouding her mental 
faculties, feeling much distressed that she could not 
think or feel, that which was more to her than her 
natural life— the power of communing with her great 
Creator, As her weakness increased, she was only able 
• to leave her bed for a short time each day, which prac- 
tice she continued to the last day of her life. It wai 
truly interesting to contemplate her emaciated frame 
wrapped in blankets, supported in a chair beside her 
bed ; her perfectly pale, thin face, and brilliant eyea* 
beaming with love and gratitude to her heavenly 
Father, for the extension of His goodness and mercy in 
permitting her the enjoyment of Flis sensible presence; 
and to hear her vocally communing with her blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer, in the full a.-^surance that He 
who had been with her all her life long, was her present 
helper and would be with her to the end. 

On arousing from sleep, the evening preceding her 
death, she repeated the passage, " For the preaching 
of the cross, is to tl>em that perish, foolishness, but unto 
us which are saved, it is the power of God," saying she 
never before had so clear a sense of it. Towards 
morning a change was observed ; the breathing became 
difficult, and the power of articulation was gone, hut 
consciousness appeared to continue to the last breath. 
And we undoubtingly believe the redeemed and puri- 
fied spirit is admitted to a full participation in tkr 
joys of her Lord. 

She died about eiorht o'clock in the morninsr of the 
Slst of 5lh month, 1844; and her remains were 
interred in Friends' burial ground, Truro, the following 
Ist day morning. 



EXTRACTS FRO:\I LETTERS. 



I5lh, 9th Month, lt.2f^. 
Thou hast asked me a very importaBt question ; 
e to the rame etlect was oace aslted of Him, who is 
VliiSnite in wi-doJn lo direct, " What shall I do to inherit 
I eternal life ?" 'I'he c^ominandmHnl^ were brought to liis 
L kuowledfre ; he could justify himself in theu. ; " Yet 
' lackt'st thou one thing — aell all tlmt ihou hunt, and g^ive 
! poor, and thou shall have treasure in heaven." 
Un thii esiiitiiHiid he turned away sorrowful. He must 
have been, as to the outward, an excellent young' man, 
to have oltserved all the coinmanduients aud kept thein, 
yet wus there domeliiing that hindered his enttiring; into 
re«t. An unwillingnesi lo take up the cross, or to g-ive 
the nlfi-ctions of ttie heart to Him who calls for them. 
My dear, on this imporlant i^nestinn, I feel unequal to 
Riuke known unto Ltiee, what I wish thee fully to know. 
Oh! thall could have language and power fromon high, 
t» impart unto thee, some of the heights and depthi 
of the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord, fully dis- 
played as it is in the plan devised fur thy redemption. 
HuhI thou not been called, even from a eliild, to seek 
the Lord ; but ihou hast been divided in thy affections, 
hatting as between two opinions; yet tliau hastoftlimes 
wished to luve the Lord wholly and lo serve Him failh- 
fully, but the tilings of time and sense have come in 
again and again, and have left thee like poor iJamson, 
shorn of bra strength. Yet, my dear, however thou 
miiysthave been overcome by thy spiritual foea hitlierto, 
what art thou to do now? Une, leeling his insuHiuiuney 
to save himsell^ cries out, unto whom shall I go but 
unto Thee, oh Lord ; Thou haxt the words of eternal 
life. We are commanded to enter in at the dour; who 
•oever ciimbelh up any other way, the same is a tbief 
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BTiA ro1>ber. Jenit!) iti the door by which we sliati eif 
intore»t; he is Ihe way, the trulh, and the liP|;^ 
niencomelh tolheFather but by Him. 1 beltet 
art sorrowful becnose of nin that remaineth in lh?e^ 
art grrieved becituiie thou rETiKt not love Clod as \h 
woiiiUst wish tn do. This i* good in tl« place, 
pood and perfect gift cometh from God — the prepai 
lion of the heart, as well aa the answer of the tongu 
i* from Him ; and this i» ihe still Bmall voice call' 
and saying in eficct. " Turn ye, turn ye, why will 
die!" As I live, eailh the I,ord, I have no pleasure 
the denlh of him thai dielh. My beloved friend, I d 
nnl build thee up with iintempered nioriar; 1 feet 
thiit time as a watchmari, of whom thou hast aske<~ 
question ; I dare not bnt warn thee. Retire freqwer— ^ 
and turn thy mind invrnrd ; call on llie Lord God 
Hosts; beg of Him lo have mercy on thee; be* 
Wm to direct thee to pray and wait on Him acce 
ably— be in earnest. Beg the Lord lo show thee vH 
thou wantent, for He krows thee altogether, better t^ 
Ihou knowcst thyself. Intrcat Uiin to give thee Hpi 
tual ejeaight, that thou majst see and leel thst d 
art pnav, and blind, ami nuked ; that He will he«l 
thy backslldings in heart, and clothe thee with tbe.s 
ment of salvation. 'I hou hast v.o wisdotn, no ptM 
ight of thy own : beg of the Lord to gi*B i 



I, to give 



inding bs^ 



' the things that belong' t9>' 
■ IS of the blei.sed God. T 
!l'hy< 



spiritual 

tlial tbou mayst ki 

peace — plaad th 

hast, oh God ! so loved the world, 

begotten Son, that whosoever belli 

not perish, but have everlasting life. Ixird, 1 betiei 

help thou my unbelief. 1 believe ihat Jesus died 

■lie, oh ! help me, to give up all for His sake. I'i 

upon Thee my blessed IJaviour; Thnn hast jjraiui 

whosoever calletb on Thee hhsll be saved. 

■ What doth the spirit of light and life show lb«,i 

does it open belbre thee the paths u bich it directs 1] 

to pursue. Ob ! be obedient to the intimations of ' 

holy Spirit, however great the cross may be ; rtrnte 

ber " He that will be my disciple must taki 

cross and (allow me." said the blessed Jesi 



r saith, He that will not forsake father, mother, 
; and Und, yea, and all that he halti, cuniiot hu 
■ ' ' riiig iiy taking 

lad blood, but 



, the 



! Ihej-; 



EtuT, vii., ta.14) '" What a 

'^Ryed ID white robes? and whence c 
— answer was, " '1 heee are they that caiiii: oui ur 
at tribulation, and have washed their robes and 
le Ihem white in the blood of the Lunib." " VVbeii 
J prayeal," said the Hedeenier of ineii, " use not 
vain repetitioua." What is prayer? is it not the lan- 
guiige of the soul, begging the lord lo give us what 
we want. Except ye liecotne as little children, Baid the 
Saviour, ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven ; 
then coniiicler the simplicity of the iitlle child, does it 
not htik or cry for what it wants. If ye then, being 
evil, laid the only giver of life, know how to give good 
gifts unto vour children, how much more shall your 
heavenly iialher give the holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him, None ever sought the Lord in vaiu; He will 
Dot break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking 
flax. 1 feel encouraged to say, hope thou in Guil, ibr 
thou sbalt yet praise Him ; who, 1 believe, will be the 
light of thy countenance and thv God. Only aiibniit to 
bo stripped of selt; and to offer all thy idol» on that altar 
which sanctifielh the gill. "What I say unto you, I say 
unto all — watch ;" watch and pray, lest ye 
leinptation, was the coinuiand of Him who ' 
' Omega, the Hrst and the last. Oh ! 
very hooii, thy portion, and lliat for e' 



^Lsoon, 



luy He be 



I, 12tU Month, 1826. 
Thy unexpected present has, my loved friend, 
opened a door for me to write thee, which 1 have at 
■eaMns desired. The grateful feelinga, which have 



arisen in my hear 
unexpected kindne 
much howeverl w 

ly earthly sulntai 



I, I a 



■. my earthl 



e of tliy renewed and 
at u loss to describe. Thus 
, I cannot make thee rich by 
aa long as I properly know 



■J 




myneir, and ihou art permilted to remain id Itii 
i>( muUbility, I hope lo fve] united to Ihee by 
ntrong;eal bond ol union — ihat of Divine love ; Iwar,, 
me, lor it is in my heart lo say unto thee, ihiil lhi*.tfi 
bond of love thou art not altogeiher uiiacquaintett 
it i« recorded in holy writ, ^'God «o loved the v 

thai He gave His only begotten Son, that wl 

Leiieveth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life." Thou hant received u irieanure of gruce 
to profit wilhai ; light in Ihy mind, 
Sjiproving every word or thought, as thou art faillifiil 
to itn inutioiii. ! take heed un'^ it, an unto a light 
whioh shinelh into a dark place, and thy sou! shall live; 
of oiirHflve* we can do nulbing ; it is not in man that 
mulketh, to direct his Btepn, hut there i" help laid upon 
mi« that is mighty, who h able to do more abundantly 
lor m than we can aak, or think, or in any iiieaKiire 
conceive. 'I'he way that leads to life is plain, ibala 
wayraring man need not err. The Saviour saith, '■ Kl- 
c«pt ye become as little children, ye shall in iin wiu 
enter into the kingdom ol heaven." What can be moru 
vim pie than a Utile child? It crief lor what it really 
feelH it wa[it!i ; our wants are many ; being born in siu 
and jihapen inini(|uily ; in older lobe purilied and made 
meet fur an entrance into that habitation u( blessednew, 
where there can enter nothing that is unholy, "We niuitt 
be born again." He, without whose knowledge a spar- 
row cannot lall lothe ground, knows all our wants; but 
the everlasting Jehovah has declared. He willbein<juir«d 
of to do thuse things for us; what then do such belji- 
lesa, weak, anil imperfect crealuren, as we are, naat I 
we want pardon for our sins ; we want faith to lay hullt' 
on the promises of God — for whosoever camelh uolo)" 
Him, must believe that He is able to forgive thai " 
their sins, for the sake of Jesus their Kedeemer 
we waut grace to serve our Uud acceptably, in 
midst of a. crooked and perverse generation ; we w 
Divine wisdom, that nc may be enabled lo shun 
tempter's aiiarea — »ho goeth about as a roaring li 
neeking whom he may devour; we want Divine «lreng< 
that we may be enabled to lake up i 
ihingo, that >i e may be enabled to d( 





I and norldlv lu^lj B<id live rigliteotHly,. 
^ottly, mid solwfly, in this present oril worlil. Lvt u* 
Meu, itiy beloved f'riendj Itll our Kulher lu heaven all 
our wanl«, and He wlio iialh dt>[;luruJ, "If ye h^m^ 
ttvil, know liDW Lu give good gills unto your chlldri:.!, 
how much more shall your hoaverdy Father give Hm 
lioly iiiint to them that usk Hini ;" He wdl heur from 
tl«Bfk^n, Hit dwelling place, eud answer and scivi; to 
the joy of our aauU v and oh ! Uiat thou and thy dear 
liUHbund, may he euahled to cuiiimit j-our all, into Iha 
Imnds of llim who carelh lor you ; may you also be 
vndued with power I'rnm on high, und receive the ap- 

Er.. ballon which faitht'ui Abi'uhain received: tile ever- 
■ting Uod dticlared, " 1 know Abraham, that He will- 
(Kunmund hi* children, and hit household after Hiin." 
May you be enabled, through Divine help, to lead them 
to remember llieir Creator in the days o I their youtli, 
l«al the evil day eliould come, »heu they shall «ay 1 
buve no pleaxure in them. 'Cell llieui that the ways of 
(be Lord are ])leaiiBntness,and all Itis path^ are peace; 
yea, more to be desired than ^nid, or much hue gold. 
'riiat thou and lliy dear huHbaiiU may be saved with a 
present, and with an everlualing salvation, in now thti 
•mcere prjyer ot thy most alt'ectionule i^'riend, 

L. H. 



To a Friend. 

1*1, lld> MoQih, i6ii. 
t _ol' my own mind, to' 
tliis lime. It revives in my iniiid ihul 
(e and cuinniunicaled as the spini gave 
Oh! may 1 grow more and more uko 
the kiiiiplicity or a spiritual lile ; that I iney in nil 
tbiiigi be t'ouiid obedient to the directiou<4 of ilie holy 
•|ilril> 1 ihiiik Uuvid sailh, *■ Uoiiie unto me all ye 
that fear God, and I wNl tell you what He halli duue 
lor my «oul." In reviewing the iiierey otUud towunli 
uie at this lime, it Ih the language of iny heart alxo. i 
bave been con-jJering what halt) my heaveuly li'alher 
doue lor me williin :he last twelve months, Drawu 
t tfa e *lrongt!^ri)ond, that of Uirine love, 1 would- 



not yield olie(!ieriee : at latl, in mercy and in Iot 
my Fatiipr which in in heaven, Inid lUs hand 
nml I wft-i sore oppreKsed ; 1 roared for Ihe di^quieiu 
of my soul, for " He made darkness His secret. piM 
His pavilioii round about Him, were dark water*)! 
tliick clouds of ihe skies;" llierefore, I could not Ii 
iir>i for I had been a backslider in heart from the lir 
Ood, and had prone away Iiacktvard from the p4lit 
life, which I had been graciously led into, and b 
walked in for same time. I hsd/evol(ad like Ephraii 
and like liini was smillen. I was in sore (rouble, i 
cried unto my God ; He heard in a time accepted, i 
ilelirered my iwiul ; yea, blessed be His holy name 
ever. He brought nie up out of the horrible pit. He I 
my leet upon a rock, and eslablishpd my goinffd. C^ 
iny endeared Friend, how have 1 found Him, a ( 
near at iiend, and not a.far off; yes,tfue lobJx preci 
promises, and they are e?erlasling. Having', as 
aposlle sailh, " obtained like precious faith," at KM 
itiy soul seems in travail, that all the world shoittd km 
lilid tasle, and feel that the Lord in gracioiw ; yet la 
] not anything to boaitof, I would use th« language 
my own, "(lod forbid that I should glory, save ii ' 
cross of our Lord Jesus Cliri^t, who Lath loved me 
given Himself for me," to redeem nie from the CO 
ruplions that are in the norki ; for 1 do feel fro 
lo day, 1 have neitlier power to aland, nor dirBcl t 
ficps aright, i:or wisdom lo speak one word, z 
Mrength lo do unytliing which a good, but what 
receive from my heavenly Father, through His we 
beloved Son, who halh taught me lo pray, "give i 
day by day my daily bread." 1 know not why I e 
drawB lo write to ihee in this way. If thy mind is 
idl Eoiiitbrtcd by it, the glory shall be ascribed ut 
Him who Fends by whom He will send, I would el 
add, there are many omissions and commissions; mil 
of negligence, ignorance, and intirniity, which f 
heavenly P'ather b^'ars with in me from day to da 
yet. He still mercifully enables me (o hope in Hts l< 
giving love — imperfection ia stamped on all mj lila. 




Glh, -Ih Month, 15:7. 
I My entleared Sister,— While I write this word, 

I nwler, my lieart is in sweet union wilh ihine, in renieni> 
I ' JiraiiCe of my Saviour's w6rd», " Whosoerer shall do 
' il-tiw will of my Father which io in heaven, the eanie is 
iny brother, and sislur, and mother." 1 have been 
I preserved froin wishing thee at home, lielieving thou 
art where thv heavenly Father sees right thou shouldst 
be, therefore' I dare qot desire it ollierwise. My heart 
ii made glad to hear the way has been made pros- 
peroH'i before thee, and that thou art ft re lightened to 
do the Divine will, in giving up ihyseir to labuur in His 
vineyard. 1 thank my Ood at this time, dirough my 
Lord Je»)i9 Christ, that He hath fbivoured ine, unworthy 
as I ani, to know a measure of the sweetiieaa of tliese 
words, ''* He that watereth, shall he watered also him- 
«e!f," "Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou 
»halt tiiid it after many days." " In the nioriiing' sow 
thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand, 
fiir thou knowest not which ehall prosper, either this 
or that, or whether they both shall be alike good." I 
do Tiot mean in puhlic labour, but in ]>rivute. My 
Mul has often been enlarged on thy behalf, thatthoti 
mightesl be made instrumental to strengthen the weak, 
to support the feeble, to comfort the mourner, to lift 
up the bands that hang down, yea, to Hay unto Zion, 
"thy God reigneth." Tliia day while 1 waited in 
jiniril on llie Lord, who is able <o supply my want«, 
tnese wortU were brought with power to my mind, 
** The lile that I now live, 1 live by faith in the Son of 
God." Afraid to rt'ceive them as my own, 1 bogan to 
esamine myself, whether, in the simplicity of their 
meaning, they were mine. 1 questioned myself; what 
in failh t a sirnple reliance, and full depemlarice, on my 
I'Ord and my Uod, lor my temporal as well as spiritual 
lile. In tender couipa-iaion to my weakness, the Lord 
has taught me thus to rely on Him, to depend on Hii> 
as my unerring guide, and to know, by happy expe. 
r'wnce, Ibnt He is my unchangeable friend. J'o tell 
thee my feelingn, when I bear of the servants or hand • 
iniiidwof my Lord and Master, labouring publicly for 



9(r 

Hi* lioly lionour, woul.l lie iinpo«ibIe. f feel' as lHoa; 
my eiilargeil soul cotild grasp |hu wliole human ran 
* * * * I am bul a poor und nee< 
ereiilure ; I want more grHCe,. more laiih, more hdH 
lily, more power lo wtttch* and |iriiy, morn g.ratitlfil 
more love lo God and man. I. caniiol lie lia]jpy bul 
tiod; I [hirst ihat lie would create me wlioily s" 
Hi« glorious likeiie-*. Lord hasten it. Ajiiea 



To the tame. 

imti, 71h MiiHlb. 1827. 
1 am not aware that I have once desired thee bep 
fori do increasingly lind,.irl rightly judge ii_^ 
IcM dependence on men and iiieiiiis. My huppineM 
in thi* alone — the witness oF the sjiirit ol' truth in n 
heart, bringing in everlasting redemption. N«ilbi 
kingdoms nor worldi> would give me uuy pleaiiura,.bi 
my joy is ojdy in the Hliength and power of that rod 
Vfhoie tbundalioi) isaure. iJo I. boast, my hek>v«d t'fieii 
no my boasting Is awalloAed up in shame — bad it n 
been tor my preciouii Coml'orLer what ehouUI I.do- 
Ihou wouldst be shocked IT thou, knew all the treachd 
of my heiirt. A sacritice having been required at a 
hand, and having sult'ered much on account of it,j 
laiit 1 consented in mind,.rather lo be lor ev«r OB 
demned, tlian to yield obedience;, but my. besven 
Fiither, by His meraitul Judgments,, en com passed fl 
about, until 1. yiehled up my will unto Uim, bleuedJ 
Ilia holy name,. Ibr His goodueas and mercy to wan 
niB. 1 um made llianklul at seaiiona,.that l.am brougl 
into the way which I know is for my own peace ; Ihl 
it is not.in the activity of the cieature, to worship « 
ceptably, but ralher m humble stillness is that ■pintK 
nnton known, .uhich in sweet and precious to the boh 
Farewell, my beloved friend,.may'.it thou indeed f 
blessed, and may 1 also be enabled to Ibllow the Loi 
fully, as Johhuu did. Uh ! entreat for me. I soini 
-' ei query whether 1 thall ever come to walk beh 




TloloSftdiglllof Hii<|l 

r eternity. Hope soi 

I little »lri;D^lheiied hy lii 

Hcieiit lor iliee." 



To 

2r,l, 7lb Mtinlh, l&.'i!. 

Feeling', my dent friend, tenderly itmard.'' lltee in 
thy affliction, induces me to write to ihee. lie not di«- 
COUi'Hg'cd under (lie clia'teniiiir hund ot'llie Lord ; it \» 
hi:tter lo full into ihe tinniU of the LunI, suy^ one ol'olil, 
lliUD IdId tile haiidi ot men. Knowing tas 1 have done, 
tan atlliclionx, I chu t^ympathiie witli tliee in thy (^aii< 
ditiiiil ; uTid knowiiiff uUo in my RrBt vinitution nl judg'- 
niBUt nod of mercy, the terrurn of the LunI, 1 de-ire 
nnw a« lb« Bjiostle Raid, to persiiaile men. Who inukes 
UN Rorry fnr our trHoa^resBinn* and disobedience? iii it 
Dot lite ^rent PliyMcimi oi'BOuls, He who came lo seek 
and to i»ive lliiit which was lost: are we siorely }[rieved 
vritli ourM^lve^, tbut we have in health been ho ungrate- 
ful to our heavenly Parent, lor Hix ioiiiiiiierBble itier- 
ciett louards uk ? Is not this Borrow, u ^ndly .torrow 1 
'^ Tliey tbut go lorth wee^iing, bearing |irecious oeed, 
tihall donbtleijii come again with rejoicing, bringmg 
tlutir <>heuves with them." 1/et lis coulees uiir siii-i uiilo 
the Lord, " He w iBithful and jui^t to Ibrgivo ui our 
litiB, and lo cleanse uti from all unrighteousness." Lilt 
U)i the aiiections ol' thy heurt unto Him, whi> fcelh in 
■ecret, and He will htl|> thee in tliis thy iieedlni time. 
It the thing!! of time und »en»e should come in, uiid 
would engaj^e ihy mind, desire njiiritnul ilrenglh, that 
thou iiiti)i-t l)e enabled lo feel utter Uiid, us one ex- 
(iresiied it, if haply thou mayst Hud Him. ullliougli He 
I* nut liii' from every one ol ua. Who did the hiesse.l 
Jeaus come lo call, nut the righteous in iheir oh ii e_ve>, 
but those ihal are poor und needy, those ihul leel liicir 
iwrd of a Bin pardoning God, and are inaile poor m 
•|HTit, so Bs to cry for mercy, and like Hrestling Jueoli 

K," 1 will not let 'I hee go, except 'I huu lde><. me." 



before there con be s builJin, 



>iili»i 



□ before tilt 



nbe< 



inkHt 



; Ihei 



iniutUy 



li liiinsell" , _ - I 

repenlsnce udIo lite elernal. Mayst tliou lie pr^aerr*' 

Catlont and luitlil'iil, in Uii^i trying dlspt^niiaLioD til' ijiy 
eavenly Father townrdii li)ee, and I believe thai. He 
who xaith, He will uonm to visit Die heart of thu siiiijik 
oneB, and to refresh iheni with ihe joy of His &alvaliai< 
shall come and that quickly— yea, He ia neur tbee not, 
by hiaconvincing power, ) hope thou wilt be cotutbrttd 
by tht! holy Coiiiforler, for vain is the help of iiuidi 
J shall ha very glad to hear of thy health mending, but 

lliou art in the hands of ai ' ' " 

ffuud to be unkind, and too 

lutiiiite love to us, ponrcreuLures, whmt the Lord aflLcU 
u* "Whom tbe Lord tovelh He cImKleiielh, 
gelb every son whom He receiveth." Mcoui 
chaBleninKEi are not joyoiia, but g-rievous to t 
will, which desireH ease ; neveriiielees, if we 
in tribulatiuQ', it will yield the peaceable frui 
teousnnM, to those who are exercised thereby. 
are short sighted creatures, and know not what a 
for ourselves ; but (lod knows ho^v deceitful our heHTli 
are, and how prone to be taken, and alinoit wholly 
engaged, by the perichiiig things around us ; therefoR] 
in lender mercy and in love to our never dying noult) 
Me lays his afflicting hand upon us, in order to sepaml* 
our affections from the deceitfulness of the pleai>aiil 
things that surround ua. I hope thou wilt bear will) 
me, my bdoved friend, for in best love and in the ful< 
neas of my heart, desiring thy present and elernu! gotid, 
i now eddiesa thee. Farenell. 



To 

9lii, lOlh Month. ISM. 
Feeling tender eynipalhy lowurda thee, iriducei 
me to write. I have euiihidered thy situation in Iiie, 
thou hast been placed where thou couldest say, what 
hhall [ eat, or what shall I drink, or where»'ithi.l nhall 
1 he clotlied — thus diou hast been greatly fiivourod; 



Mie Lofd of all thy mercies hath mhU unatleraWe 
Tim, thought right in love to thy noiii, tn visit ihee 
f'genlle Hfflictions. The pious Psalmist says, 
fefbre I wB!>affl icted I went aslray, hut now, *' after 
IfflictioDs, " keep I Thy law." " Whom the Lord 
nb He chaiiteiieth, and scourgelh every hod whom 
ith." These ihinga are written (or our en- 
jnt, that we may not faint when we are 
tened, tor afflictions are not joyous but grievous ; 
HhelesB, ir patii:n(ly endured, in walchfulne^ and 
er, ihey will yield the peaceable Fruits of rig-hteous- 
E4D thone who are exercisea thereby. We have ail 
ome short of the glorious imag'e of God in 
*a« created, being bora in »'\u and shapeo 
Hiiqiiity, and by re]>ealed violations of the righteous 
■"itid just couimand of God, we are become more and 
more estrang-ed from Him. 'l"he law of God is holy, 
just, and gooil, and the precious command is "Thou 
■halt We the I»rd thy Gwl with all thv heart, with all 
. thy soul, and wilb all thy Xrength, and I'hy neighbour as 
', thyself." O/il how differently have we acted, my 
beloved friend, from thm holy commund. Instead of 
f (iod having our whole afPeclions, have they not been 
r taken up with the world, in gratifying our own desires, 
I which are pnmily against God; for it is expressly said, 
j " We cannot serve two masters," for if we cleave to 
) the one we muitt hate the other. 'I'liis appears a harsh 
■aying - thnc we should liato God ; but the Saviour and 
[ Friend of sinncn- says, "he that loveth me, keepelL 
( my commandments." Feeling, then, we are trans* 
gressors of the righteous law of the Lord, and not able 
to beep ourselves, un^o whom should we go but unio 
Thee, oh Lord ! Tliou hast the words of eternal hfe. 
The blessed Saviour sayn, "The kingdom of heaven 
Cometh not wilh observalion," and the itpo^tle says, 
I "'I'he word is nigh thee, in thy lieart, and in tlij 
mouth." Jesus, tlie sinner's frii'[id, is the true light, 
which lightelh every man that comelh into the woi Id ; 
I and a intfasure of grace is given to every man to profit 
withaL Hast thou not found this tight from season lo 
■eason lo shine into ihy heart, either approving or din- 
approving thoughts, word.', and actiona : as tar a« vit 



w^ 



1 
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■ re ruiihTuI to this light, w) Tar Hhall we come to J[i». 
ihe blessednesB of those words of ihe Saviour, " Be)ui 
I Ktaiid Bl the door and knock, if any man hear.i 
voice and open unto me, I will come in unto hi 
will "Up ivilh hill] and Iih wilh me." if thou hnnd 
been faithful in liiVing heed unto thi« light, which I 
often arisen in thy lieart to condemn what in evil, 
let the time pa>t iiiflice, and may the lanirui.™ of | 
i)iou<< P.<nlmliit be ihy bngiiage, '< I wailed palTenllyl 
the L<ird. and He ivicline.l IIU ear and hearrf 
He brou^lit me up a!-o nut of an horrihte jiit, out' 
the mirey clav, and set my ffel upon a ruck.'' "^ 
turn thy hefirt lo seek ufter God, «ho is ever 
help in linm of need. Oh! say not, thou art rieli , 
increa,-ed in ffood*, and uevAett naLhing; try ihyBeffl 
the law and the tesltmony of Je!<u!>, whether Inon f 
loved Him «ith all thy hearl ; I believe tfioti 
Rnd tliyself wanting, 'i'hiit ihou maynt not be foait 
wanting in the great day of account, when evei_ 
work, wilh every thought, shall be brought into judf. 
nient, wlielher ihey he good or whether they be evil, 
i« the sincere prayer of ihy unki.own friend, and the 
only motive which camed her lo write. Come before 
the Lord, in the name of .lesus, as a poor he 
'I'ell Him thou ha»t sinned against heaven and ■ 
holy sight, and art not worthy that He should tiM 
mercy on thee ; liut for what Jesus halh sufferwt 
thee, bpg of Him to help thy inRrmitiao, tell Hi 
caiixt do nothing without Him, that tbou art poor I 
ignorant, and knowesl not how to pray unto Hjrn 
ceplably, except He leech tliee. Beg thai He W 
thee tliy poverty and enrich thee with h:8 
Plead hisi hlessed promises who says, " Uome 
Tvamii together saith the Lord, though yoLir sins be ai 
scarlet, they shall he as wool, though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as snow." In thy ble»-«d Saviour'* 
name make all ihy approaches lo the Almighty ; He 
i* the new and living way, no man cometli to ihc 
Falhei bat by Htm. Plead ihat Je.<Ud died for thee, 
that He came not lo call the righleous, hut ■■inner* to 
repentance; that He hath promised those that seek 
thall (iw\, those that call up m him He will hear and 
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■n"w*r. That tie never said lo the wreallinj need nf 
Jwob, " Seek ye my face In vain ;" Umt " He w.il nol 
hrrak the briii^etl reed, nor quench the smoking tlax." 
Reniembfr ihis ilecUratian, "Ye shall seek ii>e Bnd 
tlDd me, when ye shall iiearch fur rrie with all your 
lieart" Be in euniest ; the Loril looketh at the heart ; 
Vih thy aiTectionH, ihy desires unto Ilim ; thou mii-<t 
have ihy altar Id thy heart, there mu^t thou oRer thy 
BaoriHce; the Lortlwill hear the sighing of the poor, 
and the cry of the needy, and will deliver them in Hi* 
blessed time. Nodoubl, the enemy of thy bou) will try 
to divert thy mind from these things; but oh! apply 
thy heart to feel after the Lord, it haply thou inuy>t 
find Him. Itelire in thy own mind ; beg of the Lurd 
to belji ihee tu wait upoti Him in spirit; the bleiHeil 
Jesuasaith,'' Men ought always to pray and not to faint." 
It is not necessary to retire to the closet to pray ; 



I-rayer 



> Ibe de- 



eof the heart: then tboi 



.t pray 



1 ihy down lying and in ihy up rising, in thy goi 
out and in thy coming in, in company and alone ; but, 
1 believe, nevertheless, it ia right and proiitable to the 
•out to have seasons of retirement from the world, more 
fully to pour out our heurts to God, and to call on Hiit 
inoiit holy name. Despise not this, because ihim 
knowst not (he writer. This Is known to do one hut 
herself and her heavenly Father, whose gracious Live 
conslrains her to write this. Oh! that tbuu mayst l>e 
divinely strengthened, to number thy days and to apply 
lliy heart unlo wiHdom — farewell, larewell. " He IhHt 
luMtb his lile shall find h;" lhi-> is giving all up unto 
the Lord, lo do as ««emeth Him goud ; to have [liy 
will given up to his holy will, so thou mayst be cnublest 
I U> V^ii " Nut iny will but 'I'hlne be done." 






17th. 3ril Monih. I82«, 



Thou must think, my dear friend, 
sngrntetul in not acknowledging unld now thy repealed 
t presents. 1 ftel really sorry to heai- thy lieulth 
Bloiperfect; but bow cou^oliitory the thought — lu- 
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finite love and wisdom appoints the bounrlii of mt 
liabilalioii*. It given me ii.iilIi pleasure to liear of ihj 
labour, nr.d kindnens to those, who (ij'e looking' to tlit't 
for VMp Hct« of benevolence. Wy heart tent^rlj 
fsltilM thee uL ihia time, willi earnest (lesireB, that Of^ 
tiia^Bt lie bleKi^ed in IJiy deeds. I ihiok ojie »a3'»^,~ 
rlininbec vherv Ihi gt 
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bejou 



I ur hca 



valks or life— 



T think Ihou 
powerofpra 
my iniml nI 
the Ijirdf" 
however far 

irmy lm< 



r (Ik 

11 



HRt been privilpffed in witnessing (lit 

iver rallen nature in poor . Itpa* " 

• lime, " In there anything too hard' 
;i no '. all power, all goodness, ar« " 
e may have wandered from truth, 
ir hacks on repeated inKlnictioti ; however wt 
e been content to feed on the hui-ks of Iht 
J things of time and Fen«e; yet if we are led (a 
discover our wants by ihe reproofs of that tailliful 
teacher wilhin us, and to return unlo 'he Lord Irow 
whom we have revolted, He will lie gracious lo our 
hackslidirgs, and receive us to His favour — whme 
Jiivour j> better than life. When 1 considiT llie g;ooil. 
liess of (lie Lord in saving' sinners; (and all coaieiitHjer 
thin character, for all have sinned, anil come shorioF 
the glory of God,) the (leeluralioc ot tlie prophet, e»- 
pressive of (he great change, cimes into my mind, " I 
V. ill make tlie wilderness a pool of water, and Die dry 
land springs of water. 1 will plant in the wijilrrne-a 
the ceriur, the sliiitah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil 
tree ; and 1 will set in the desert, the hr tree, and the 
pine, nnri the box iiee, together." What a change d«i 
here appear, and how truly einblamatic ol the soul in lit 
unregeneraled un<l regenerated state. 1 think the former 
ix descriheii as a eorru])l fountain, sending forth corrupt 
streams; "foroutof the heart," says the blessed Saviour, 
"proceedelli evil thoughts," etc. And elsewhere, tt 
is declared, "The heart in deceitful above hII thing*, 
and desperately wicked; ubo tan ki.ow iti" Homt 
«ry humiliating io the view ; but the gracious promire 
w, in eilect, all who repent nnd l<>r).ake ain, t.hall 
nhtaiii meiry. My soul earnestly desires, llial all that 
jierluin to thee and lo me, may know of u tiuth, a full 
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dedication 1o the Lord of body, soul, andnpiril; that 
thus We may become teinjiles tor the Huly Gho^t to 

dwell in. 1 have !elt !ilron>rly drawn to write to . 

lie Tia's ap[ieared to the openings of my mind as a plua- 
Innt plant i yea, lavoured of theLoril. Oli \ may he be 
tbund faithful and obedient to the nianifealationa of divine 
light in llttiKOul, and be willing, in the seusun of^racinaa 
TiNitation, lo receive the Divine teacher. Although the 
openings of light may be very aniall at the bii^inning, 
and the reproofa of conscience gentle ; yet, if he lends 
no attentive ear ihercito, and is faithful (o watch thuse 
little inxhiiiings of light in hia soul, he will be favouretl 
to have more light. Those that are failbful in the 
little, iliall be made rulers over more; and ihoKe that 
walk ID iho light, whall not stumble. I did not intend, 
wh«n I began, to write so much ; but have been leU on 
tin perceptibly. Receive, in best love, iny dear Iriemf, 
u>y HJticere denireH tor thy own, and thy hu>il>uiid'a, 
(iroeiil and everlaeliiig goud, with all that are thine. 



To 

aOlh, I21I1 Month. IfelJ. 
I have been in great trouble, and a Kucces^on of 
lie r pic xi ties tor some time pant. My coming among 
Krieuds, was not I'roin any convincement fiom men, or 
nutMttrd means ; but by the revelation of the spirit of 
truth in my own mind, greatly in the cross to my 
natural will, 1 told thee that 1 went lo thu fir^t 
quarterly meeting I ever attended, in great sorrow and 
trial; but while seeLing unto the Lord, in a moaieut, 
u* a spring of life, a portion of scripture was brought 
iuto my soul, overxh allowing me with holy joy. From 
that lime, was 1 led to believe what would one day be 
rwjuired of me; and difrereot times alter, waitiiig m 
■pirit in meetings, ijortions of scripture, unlhought of, 
and unlooked tor, have sprung livingly into my heart. 
Atler this, there was a sea^-on uf furgetfulnoU ; but 
from the '2<)th of BLii rnaiUh. ISJU, I purpoTifly set my 
hcarl to seek after God ; and there was iiolliing 1 
doired in comiiarison of tliiii. Suon after, I tciA 
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BRBin Efscioiisly visiled in meeting ; bul Ihe first deep 
Hngulsh 1 was plunged inio, for not obpying' the holj 
cuniiiiand, was at Auslell quarterly m 
twelve niDnltio ego. I believe it lias been retjulveU-DT 
tip, frequently since that lime, to speak the word of the 
l«r<l, and for my dItiobedienL'e, 1 have been jilun^ 
inIo anguish, misery, and sorrow ; for; when the Divide 
will has been elearty, livingly, and inHlructively re- 
vealed to me, and obedience required thereto, 1 have 
feared and reasoned until 1 have said, ' " 
than yield;' and vihen the s])irit of supplication 1 
been given me, and enlargement of soul on beliatml 
(lie peopL-, ! have said, ' 1 never can give up to Mltm 
Many »ore troubles, I have been hun>iible, have eoi^ffl 
upon me, because of dixohedii'iice. When I have g 
up in simplicity, I have been favoured with unspeahX 
jieace ; at other times, the fear of greater jud^iilci 
if I still persist in disobeying, has caused me to 1^ 
'J'hen, under these xore conlticls, sometimes 1 hBn9 
unoken the portion of scripture precisely as it is writH 
throughout all this, 1 did nol willingly or wilfully^ 
obey; but yielded to the reasoner — tii'st, to Lnow il 
was the will of my heavenly Father, and ihen to know 
the time when to rise; when these were made clear, 
then the fear of man would come in. In the mjdit o( 
e trials, my soul cleaved lo llie Lord, ai,d my onl; 
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1 the God c 



my BulvB 



1 the subject, 1 wu» uiuk 
■eiixible of name approaching trial conceniiii^ the 
ministry, and was frequently led to desire strength l<t 
■land resigned lo the will of my heavenly Father, what- 
ever it mi^hl be. When tliou spute lo me, J leli Ihji 
words aa a dart piercing my heart ; but by endeavouf- 
iug to keep inwardly still, I soon telt the burden taken 
troni ine; tliia was whilst 1 wa4 witli thee, and gre«t 
peace followed ; but by the time 1 reached the gale, ig 
going away, 1 was as if bowed to the earth in deadly 
Mrrow ; euch a day and night 1 believe 1 never pasxeil 
before. It was as if all the powers of darkness pre- 
vailed. I was templed lo ihink 1 had never knawa 
onjlhrng of God or His way< ; that all had bci^n t 
delusion. When 1 culled to ri;membrance how, in inj 



chikltiood, ihe LorJ liaJ manifesled Hii Kweet lovs la 
nvt H^» frracious tlrawiii>;s in tlie days of iriy youth, 
pnd my surrow unU sirug<rli[]^ ultcr Him, and Hlm 
«t(«arer m a iii testations iu itiort; malure age, 1 cried oul, 
•i« tliisall in vain — ilit be yet in vain.' l''or»<niie tiina 
if B ray of light nhonu into my mintl, I would turn frmii 
it, and ihv, ' 1 have nothing to do with this now,' and m 
became tull of weeping night and day. 11' my businttM 
httd not deinunded my [lariicnlar attention during' thia 
time of extri^ine sorrow, I believe i ghonld have sunk 
under it. Beliire these things occurred, my heart was 
f>eiieruUy [ireserved ttatclilul, and I said, *oh ! my pre> 
cioui t'ulher! Thou, in Thy abundiitit loving kinduess, 
nrt ruBtoring to me aguin tlie days of nty childhood, 
when 'I'liou didst favour me to walk with Tliee ulmusi 
without interruption; but alu*'. how Uiircreiit now.' 
Unable to bear contrail iction, fretful, iinpatienl, and 
torgatful ; often when my mind is under depreMion, I 
jiRI tempted todi>like " I'Viend*." 1 have believed Ihrft 
thia ']» Satan's strong hold, and that the reason why 1 
mm U) bcBct, is beeau.'ie at those veaions when 1 am 
endeavouring to love the Lord my UoJ, " Friends" are 
then dear to me as ii>y own litii. Suon after I wai 
favoured to know the ble!i»ednesa of li>rgiviiig love, I 
vraa impressed, iu a remarkable munner, with Ihii 
language, "if thou hasl ought ogaxk-xt thy brother, 
li^ave there thy gift," tXc. 1 have ever amue scnvibly 
lijlt thai if any measure of this eniniiy id with me, 1 
sUDUot take one step tuwaids the lieavL-nly nilieritanuK, 
until recoucihatiou is kiuiwn, und llten my spirit uud 
iny heart are free. I luve been torn in ituuder ; but 1 
iriiil Icel ibau arl my dear friend, t'urcttell, I'rum tliy 
poor tried friend, L. 11. 



To 

Thi* evening, while favoured vt il)i a ren*^i\ed kiom 
«f my heavenly t'litbet'i) presence, these word^ flowed 
»ery preciously into my mind, "Ihal whicU T'tw* 
•QWMl^Thou loiVMl oat lliai b.)dy \Wl. »\xA\ Vte,>M.^ 
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bare grain ; it may cliance of wheat, or of Rome otfii 
ifruln ; but Goil irlveth it a body as it butli pkaM 
Him." Anil wliiUl my minil wax dwelling swaitly i 
thutn, thou wosi brought very near my spirit, atraai 
tliacou raiment, aiid a desire arofe to commustei 
wiihlhee; aud il opened to my mind, that th« Gn 
Master can send by whom he will skihI, and thkt.i 
have tbii trea^um (the treasure of the beavvnly khL 
domj i» earlhen vuwls, that the excellency of t 
power may be of God, and not of us. 'I'bc bare gfi 
Miwn — the pouring' fortb of the Houl beWe GmI wt 
Htruiicr cries, tears, and supplications for the full dtxl 
cation of our own souls lo the service of our Falll 
Mhich xi in heaven ; and that all that love the Lord, 
in any ineaxure desire to love Him, may be strcn^U 
to welk in the narrow way that leadelh unto lifo, m 
may know of h truth that the Almii;hty God reignMJ 
and are we not at seasons bronchi into sympathy mi 
the projihet, m hen he said, " Oh 1 that my bead m 
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I mig 
weep day «nd niglil for the slain of the daughter of u 
people." And is It not a sorrowful pressure, a bund 
almost insupportable, when those who know not On 
and are enemies lo the crass of Christ, are laid oao 
minds In the way of interce«ston for them ; bow an o 
oouls poured out like wax before die Lord, uad v«l 
ment desires are bi-gotten in us Ibr tbeir resiuratioo'ii 
salvation; is not this the bare grain sown? bui-O 
givetli it u body, as it hath pleased Him. A Faw 
unutterable for us Id know, that although sown ii>M 
ruplion, il ia raised in inconuption ; although town 
weukiieiu, it is raised in power. That which tb 
lOMest DOW, is but bare grain. Remember tor ti 
eneouregeiiieni, "Behold! the huHbanilman watU 
for the precious fruits of the earth, and halh l« 
patience tor it." lUayst ihou he favoured to know | 
delivering arm near thee in all thy tribulalruiis, is |a 
prayer of thy aSectionate friend, 




Glh, 4th Mmth, IS3H. 
.Ifeel con»lraineil to write lo ihee, even in Iha mid.«t 
«f my oulwHrd ein|il"yineiit, leavinij ivilli Him, my 
DiTitie g-uide, the mutter ami the irmnner, and whilst 
querying why should I thus he employed, iUose word* 
•weetly entered my heart, " By -the comfort wherewith 
we ouKflve^, are coinlbrieil of Gud." My sou) siitbn 
in unulleruble adorulion, and at seasons, my cup seemi 
full ; and when lliin prticioiis unity with my God is telt, 
thou art unto nic an hone of my Gone, and flesh of my 
Ae*h, bound as in the bundle of lile togelher. Uh I th« 
trnvail iil' soul tor the redeinption ot' my fellow crea- 
tur«<s fvaiing ihul the whole world liveth in wickedness, 
■tid teeling, aUo, the unliouiuled love of God in Chri->t 
JtMU*, tlis lulneas, and freenew, and williiigness to save, 
vren to the very uttermost, tjtrong cries are begotten 
ia my heart, that the north may give u|>, and that tha 
aouth keep not hack ; that the ULturmDst parts of the 
earlh may be gathered unto the marriage Rtipper of 
the Luiiib ; ihat all may know the day oF their gracious 
viiitat ion, and come to the fountain of life, and wash, 
and lie cleaned. And, oh 1 that the feet of those thul 
publiiitt glad tidings, may he strengthened to tread on 
the mountains, that they may turn many to righlenus- 
n«sii. Ob! that we may not, whether publicly or 
privately, be sulistied in anylhiag short of being clothed 
in the wbule armour of God ; may our weapons be 
uiightVt through faith, in |>nlling down the strong holds 
ofMn, muJ iiiuy all that love lh« Lord be strengthened 
to cry day and night untu Him. May they not ceave 
luilil the whole earth is tilled with the knowledge of the 
Lord) a* tlu; m liters cover ibt! great deep. May we, 
my beloved friend, be dedicated lo the service of our 
God! may it be our only aim lo glorify our Father 
Mhich is in heaven. Fray for nie, ihut my fuiih tail 
not ill the hour of trial ; tor foul and liery are the temp- 
twlioiis of the enemy of my foul ; and I have, at seasons, 
had lo ack no VI ledge, under a sense of grateful teeling, 
when 1 hare been mercifully delivered trom the fowler'i 
■nare, Thou art, oh 1 my Gtxl ! found of them that llmt 
•uujfbt 'I'hee not. 
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53tJ SlIi M^utli. 1838. 

1 allenileil few meutings willinul my great I 
master, requintii? of iiiu U> bear a tesciiiionj 
denial power at redeinpliun. Whilst I sat in 
t(i-il«y, iticre being H|i|)ai'etit1y no veil betu 
living pi'e>eiice and iny soul, lliene words were lianileil 
me lo ulier, " Tlie LorJ our righleousnesn," who via* 
declared by tlie aposLle lo be " made unto a» wi-qdorii, 
Btid ri^lUeuusiiess, and tianclitication, ami retleitiption." 
']'l)t: query wa« to lis put furtti, how iitatter^ stond 
ludivicliially Willi all present ; liow lar our daily life 
came uiidiir tlie inilueiice of divine lioly priiinplwi 
The importiince of Iiaving a well grounded hope f 
the redeminlon that there is in Jei^u-i, that «re luigll 
be able to stand in tlie lime oF trial which i^Kalt coin 
it|>on all the world, to try them that dwell upon 111 
earth, 1 out as I frequently do, until the frenh b*} 
tizing oil had witlidmiin itself, then I dure not ariset ' 

Once atW sitting long under the enerciie, I Is 
the anointing measurably withdrawn, and I waa uftm 
of grieving the spirit of my Lord, bo 1 stood up bii 
found lo my gceat huniiliation, though not gr«Bt coi 
(lemnation, thai it was too late, the aooinlidg {k>W< 
was withdrawn. Uh 1 how have 1 clouded my daya, at 
distressed my nights, through these deeply evercisin 
liinex, by not givmg up my will ; when I have yielda 
my pence has abounded. As it respects my goinjf in 
the country, my view is to give away tracts and <: 
<;oinmunlc3te as way may open. '1 he lew days 
spent at L — , in tins way, were truly refreshing. 'I') 
divine presence was with me, opening the door I 
these little tracla, and raising iu in)' heart thaiiL<'givii 
and praise. 



To 

l3lh,10lhMaiitl., IW8. 
Not until this morning was I favoured to feel r 
pnst diUiculties, in the light in which t4iau hait repi 
•cnted thein, and why ? Because I was led to bolt I 
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much Ht the difficullies, an:! nnl enough at the tnerciri! 
C«re of my huaveiily Fulher, in making the way wi 
nlaio' I'nr my dfliveriiiiue out of thtim ; huC as in tha 
ttnliufird, in tlark and cluuily season*, llittigs appeur 
diiH,«lid ari^only enlivt^ned by the bright shining of thtr 
ii»n, vo was 1 tuvoured to ltt:l this morning (he cloudy 
mist diHapiiear, aud to acknowledge, ihat all the di4> 
|>en>alian3 of heavenly wisdom 'have been in baundlcM 
mercy ; diuI sweetly accompanying this conviction, 
arosH the word*, " Clear shining after rajn," How 
aweet and precjoua to feel that the commandmentE of 
our God are exceedingly broad. The love of our 
heavenly Father extends to the ulmoRt boundaries of 
•pace, to the wliule human race ; here no strailiiess u 
known. My beloved friend, pray for me, that I may 
I>e Btrengtiiened to give ii]!, and faithfully obey my 
heavenly Father'^ cominaiula. Oh! what aon-uw and 
beavlueiB I have in tny heart from time to time, lor 
want o( this ; yeelerday, in the meeting, It was given 
me to Biieak, " Ifihou hudst known, even thou at lea-t 
in this liiyday, the thingH which belong unto thy peace, 
but now they are hid from thine eyet." 'I'hat lltei'o 
wa* a possibility of trifling in the time of graciouK viw- 
talioti, and turning I'riim and resisting the spirit ol truth, 
even to kucIi an extent as to call i'ordi the awful decla- 
ration, '^ My spirit shall nut always strive with man ;" 
tlih WHS some of what was given me to couimun cale. 
i do not willingly resist, but 1 hesitate, and hesitate, and 
am atruid, and ihen wait a tittle longer, thus it is wiili 
inc; and oh ! the anguish 1 feel aflcrwards caiinol be 
rKprH*st!tl. It is reuiaikable to nie that mIicd ] am m 
lliin hesitating stale, il i> as if Satan stood bei-lde me 
with his ticry darts, for they are Hery, and m>laii- 
luneous, variuuo, and atiominable ; so thai [ am ahliged 
la cry vclieiiienlly to the Lord, to save and dehver, aud 
keep ine from lliete loul temp tut iuufl. 



lit. IitMonlli, 1811. 

I have fell my heart engaged ihis evening lu writa 
to thee, and in love to say uiilo thee, breathe alter (iod, 
labour ill retiredoeu of spirit, from M \W\ "nov^A ««.- 
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g»ge Ihy mint!, that m not of God ; and thiH 
quielneii.", for a capacity to tllirKt after Hi«(ia(fati 
AH thnii nut celled upon to >itand upon the watch u 
in the liny time, while iht: 'raya of light shiiio % 
uroiind thee, Ktren^ihenin^ thee to watch and praV}! 
thou enter int>itei[i|f(H[ion; and what my I) ti loved ft'H 
if thou art cikUed to -Ai in ihy ward whole nights (ai 
wherein we are inseiisihle or light); bemit discourv 
thoug'h ihe vigion tiirry, wuit tor it, because it will n 
come, it will not tarry. 'lVii*t in the Lord for ere( 
truit, and lie not afraid. I greatly desire, thj I 
and coiilidence may he utrengthened, to cast thyi 
unreservedly upon Clod, lor in the l^ord Jeliopah 
everluating strength ; He will become thy salvatioQi 



To 

Wth, Alb Month, leu, 
My mind has this day very unexpectedly l 
brought near, in tenderness and aympalliy to theit 
thy state, I have lately been favoured to leel eternitj 
very near; at these season*, time appears but as a ape 
linked to eternity, and I have through condescemli 
g;oodness been favoured to feel, how unimportant tt 
whether we are called a httle earlier, or a little latn', 
ijuit this earthly sceoH. Now important it is to 
loiind faithful in improving Ihe talents committed toa 
triJit; we are called untu lioline^'ii, without which h. 
"hall nee ihe Lord. Oh ! the boundlesn love there.Ni 
Go,l, His freeneaa and wiUingnesii to give His holy wi 
to all ihat ask Him with lull purpose of heart; I b 
found that nothing short of thin full purpose of h^i 
will avail uh anything. It must be with ardent breat 
ingH of noul, with earnest travail of spirit, ibat we^ 
prevail with the Lord, to reveal Himself in our heart 
He is now waiting to enter there, and to take up h 
abode with thee ; open thou unts Him and He will con 
in uiid iiup with thee and thou with Him. Cast aside li 
earthly cures and cumbers, cast theui upon the Lor 
who is waiting to unclothe thee of the garment ipotli 
by the flesh, and to clothe thee with His uwn rob« 
righteousness, in the Inve of the gospel of peace, 
I am thy friend, L. H, 



To . 

25lh, 1th Month, 1815. 
. , „Uliat a favour lo be periuiUed lo be fed n 
^(javerly brtad, espei;ially after a seasou ol' barr 
aoct ^rougbU Tlie bread wbich tlie great Mailer 
bresketh is thiit uhich nourisheth Uji the bouI unto 
eternal life. If it be hut a crumb, it is sufficient lor the 
neation, otii] strengtheiietli tbe soul uilli the savour of 
life. Poverty anii want have been my portion forBoma 
considerable time, but what a favour to assemble agitjti 
with thoi-e tlmt wait upon God. I felt it sneetly com. 
forling- on tiflh day, and again yesleriiay morning, but 
in the al'leinooii was very fteble in body, it was hard 
work to keep on tlie watch ; at lust. He who coii- 
(lexcendetlt lo keep tbe beat wine until IksI, gracJouHljr 
visited wilh His holy presence, reviving in my iiiiud 
tht»^e »ord», ''W'lien shall 1 arise anil the night be 
gone." Oh! my heart craved for the arising uf life in 
my soul, and that all the works of darkness, the crea- 
Iiirely will and atfections, all my own works mig-bt bo 
Aaiie away, \\ hile my soul was feeding on this bread 
broken, these words were ad.led, " J am luli of tos-mg. 
to and fro until the dawning of llie day ;" 1 saw in 
thin language !i description of the state of the unre* 
geneniled mind, grasping shadows while [hey flee 
beloreit; and are there not seasons of deser:ion utid 
darkness lo those that are following afier righteousness, 
wherein they refuse to be comfbrled, aud a stale h 
linown coinpa.iible to that of " lossiiig lo Bnd fro until 
the da»>iingor the dav," until the day star itri^e« iu 
the hturt. 

To 

27lK. Oti] Month. 181?. 
My dwelling lately, has been very iiiueb in the 
waste ground ; liut what a favour, "Although cntt 
down, jet nol destroyed." And, although i " 



feeling my div 
yet adored be 
Iribulated coul. 



ihlics of our |.eopIe, 
lo be as ill the shadow of ileath, 
jiower whicii has sustained Ilitt 
labled it lo dig deep lor hid lien- 
viiUej where the spring of hit 
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foiinil lo <ali!i[e the thimly snul, and in tills aUte bl 
my heavenly Father conilfscemled lo seal in^tructiftn^ 
my mitiil, by tlic ari«ing of ihe.xe uordu with dein 
ttmlion and wilh power, "Because thou haul let i^it 
out of lliy hand, a man whom I i.p|.oinfed to oiler 
destruclion, thererore ihy life shall go for his lile, and 
ihy people for his people." A merciful reproa " 
puinlul refleclion. 1 lelt 1 had spared alive that st 
wiil Bwl nulure which the I^ril had appointed iinUi 
utter denlruction ; and when it was opened, ihy peopit 
for his people, this v/an painful indeed, thut any should 
suffer loss lo their soul hr my unfaithfuliies'. und ill 
liivour. Oh! may my future life he obedience to 
manilested rcqulHugs, holh public and private. 1 hHve 
thonght it must he a favour lo aasemble nt the yearly 
meeting, v^hh so many ivho meet reverently to wait 
upon Gud ; hut the great Husbandman may see need- 
ful to lead many there through the waters, yea, I'ntougb 
llie great detp, tlial ihey luay be puiitied and mad* 



To 

ISlh, 7di M<"">i. 1343. 
To have the heart centred in Gnd, and the affection! 
connecratr-d unto him in eternid IJIe ; may we be 
ttrengthenfd to know more of ihe aliaE-ement of i " 
that it may be of no reputation, none but God i 
hring a clean thing, out of an unclean, none hut Ha 
through the redemption which is in Jesus, can bind ihe 
■Irong man armed and spoil hix goods. My heart liu 
■aid, all that is in us that is pure, is of God, of Hii 
own right hand planting — of Hin own eternal word halb 
He begotten it in un through Jet.us Christ— on the other 
Land, all that is earthly minded and corrupt in us, ii 
ot'ourielvea. Where is bouiiting then i It is eicludnli 



It feels best for r 
lo Ihee. On 5lh day n 



ing, the rough slate of I 



wcatlier with my feeble heallh, induced me to lay aside 
liie.hape of Btlendln^ meeting, and while it was Uiuh 
VJIIl (tie, theae wordo flawed into my mind, " I have a 
qieSMi^ rrom Uod unto ttiee ;" I believed that the 
iKrvanl of my Lard, had n luesiiage (com his heavenly 
Master for me. In feebleness 1 made ready ; in the 
mean while, the weather changed, the wind ceased, 
the rain abated, nnd 1 attended the meeting. Surely 
the Lord has not forgotten ta be gracious to tho»e that 
fear Him, and that call upon His name. May our 
beloved brother be strengthened renewedly to dedicate 
himnelf wholly ; body, soul, and spirit, to the service of 
hit heavenly Master; and in childlike simplicity, aud 
humble obedience, tallow Him in all his requiringa. I 
feel the language refrushing. " Strengthen ye the 
wrook hands." 

To 

23rd, 5lli Monlh, 1843. 
It seemK g'ood to me to let thee know a Utile hour 
it has fared with me lately. Truly, in me is verified the 
truth of the words, "The servant which knew his 
Lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did ac- 
cording to Ilis will, shall be beaten with ninny stripes." 
" They that go down to the sea in ships, that do 
busineiwiii great waters, these see the works of the Lord, 
and His wondera in the deep." When the waters com- 
passed me about, even to the soul, and the depthsclosed 
ine round alfout, theu did I humbly desire to be 
enabled lo pucrifice unlo tlie Lord, and to pay that, that 
J had vowed; but I have lo deplore my unsubnnssive 
will, and to mourr. over my un faith fulnesB, al^er all the 
mercy and goodness of my heavenly Father manifested 
towards me, through the redeeming love of Jesus. 
Confusion covers me, when I remember how ollen, like 
a broken bow, I turn aside, when called to stand forth 
to henr the cross. After a long winter season, my 
obedience was put to the test, in reference to a beloved 
Krieud who lay ill ; my mind was engaged in his be- 
hmltf and in humbleness and brokennuss before Ood, 
these words were presented, ^'Mind not earthly things;" 
and it was clearly opened lo me in the \ove o'i >.W ^vi*^\ 
of peace lo «rjle to him. MaUcr aM i 



^iven iiillie power of eternal rrulli. Fartot' the admo. | 
uilion wan on llie <lang«r of llie mind piii 
eagerly ihe thtnfjs of the present life, with a .dt»in J 
expreJ)«ecl, thnl lliere ini^^ht ho uhilily Rou^ht tMaftf 
l(tiow more of lliinn'^ elernul ; but day after day p 
DM, and 1 i^aid I am a puor Ihing' ta undertake 
work, BO it passed by allogetlier: but reinor 
Eorrovv has tbllowed itie since, and 1 feel that noi 
vile as 1 am, to tvhoiii the mercy of God ha>i beeajj 
remarkably revenled. While staying at your 
on fifth clay evening, Billing at leu with yoii, nea 
clo^e, a holy, solemn covering overshadowed ua. 
soul bowed before the Lord, and tlieHe words 
powerfully revived, " i know that my Redeemer liveltl, 
and lliat 'He Fhull ht.and at the latter day upou Ifie ' 
earth ; and, though, after my skin, worms destroy tbia 
budy, yet in my fiesh shall I see God." It was tiear 
and evident, as if my holy Redeemer stood belore me, 
commanding me to give ihem forth lor the encuuragfv 
nient af those present, and my fiiith was strong- in Him 
that this would be the hleii;ed portion of eauh of un. 
E?ery minil was brought into silence, and an opennea* I 
lo receive prevailed amongst us; but the nnv ' ' 
adversary was also near, and his insinuations pri 
1 fled from the preseuL-e of the Lord; but oh! tliej 
bitterness both of soul and body which folloivecl, a 
that both by night ami day, cannot be deacrifx 
Never did 1 so clearly see and leel that 1 Iiad, by ttw 
withholding the word of the Lordj obstructed the B 
largement of the kingdom of God, and impeded tl 
work of His redemption. During my stay in ya 
■ peacelul habitation, L felt the Son of Peace was Wi^ 
and a sweet cemL-nting into that one body, ot' wlut;Q 
Christ is the head, was often felt ; but there and everj^ 
where 1 find according to the apostle's langus "' ' 
"bonds and afflictions abide me j" for wher 
assembly with those who fear Him, my heart 
bowed under a sense of my heavenly l''ather'ii reqirire- 
ment: not tliul I would willingly disobey Him, itati 
i'l-ar prevails of moving loo soon, and saying loo mndhi 
and thus there has been a withholding uioru tliUrji^ 
:t. May 1 be strengthened to live more inwUi^V 
le (buiiliin of We, wnd ^o liig iiae\i (or hid l 



5lh, 61I1 Moulli, 1813. 

1 hojie my lieloveil friuml will he Btrei)gthfuetl 
to bear with me, tor the unrttneweil nature woiilil 
ofttimcs lake iU liight, fionielijiie!' in the ivinler 
Hea<<oi), unri Bometiiiier* 011 Ihu Huhhuth-day, It is 
not in ea«y lesson, lo n proud heart, to learn con- 
Untnietit in llii: privation ol' (what liavt: htren con- 
viJcretl) necessary ihing-a, after having had enough I'ur 
the uhundaut "iipply of my own wanlx, and to spiire for 
ihtt iidp of other*. It is trying, grievouo ivork) soiiie- 
tiiiiei), tit other times, peacel'iil Eubmi.i«ian prevaiU; but 
1 do not regret having f^iven up what my heavenly 
Father shewed me lo he evil, lor I may «ay, g'enerally, 
llirough redeeming love, I aiit enabled in rejoice in 
being; counted worthy to suHi^r for Christ's fake. 

To 

Sill, 2nJMoiirl,, laii. 
'I'hese words of si'ripliire have bjen brought to my 
remeuibranue, with encourugeuient lit write to thee; 
"' Conl'ns!) your faults one to unother, mid pray one fur 
another; ihe etfeL'tual fervent prayer of u rigbteouH 
man afuileth much. Elius was a man, ><ul>jcci to like 
passions n> we ure, and he prayed eanie'illy that it 
wight not rain, and it rained not on the earth by ihu 
■tpHcv of three years and six muiitlis." My mind ha« 
M«n UkI afresh lo Itelicve that had obedience beeJi 
yielded lo, I siioulil have been spared much Bulfering, 
both uf mind and body. Hut oh! may these dee|> 
ledmn*— deep with instruelion, with which I have beuii 
inercifuUy favoured, spring np and yield I'ruii lo my 
own peace, mid lo my heavenly Kather's^lory. fiebre 
our monthly meeting, near access, a* under the shaclaw 
of the Almighty wing, was my favoured |)ortioii. In 
the monthly meeting, when a dear Friend, in his lentl- 
inouy, used these wordx. "Died Abner as a lout dieth, 
111* hands were not bound, nor his feet put into letters." 
A- he spoke ihewt word", unconnected as ihuy were 
with Hhnt he had furlhrr to express. I felt it very 
■tngulur ; but hti hud nut long taken Ins scal^ bc(at« 
my heavenly Futher (hewed mu wltj W \\'l1i\ Va «x\>i>iia 



IIG 

Ihiii language. It was for me to arise in the op^uiiig^ 
of Divine light, itilh the Kame words, " Oieit Abner at 

a fool dieth ; hin handti wers not bound, nor his 
into fetter!!." Alas! aka! bow many die aa the foo 
dieth— die unto God, and nre thus dead whilst they lite 
la it the Divine will that tliey shtKild thus die? An 
iheir feet |tut into fetleraf Are iheir bands bouDdi 
Ha<( not the Lord net life and death before all, invjtinjj 
all to choose life that they may live? Why in it then 
that they die as Ibe fool dieth? Jfi it not that thej 
indulge theniselveN in the sensual gratifications of tb 
present life? but i<i there no Heliverence for such u 
theFe ? Is there no balm in tiilead ? Is there no pliy^ 
sician there ? why then is not the health of the daughi 
ter of my people recovered. Thus was it given me If 
express, and 1 lett as stuiiding in the presence of ml 
heavenly Father, whose glorious presence was full K 
light and life ; but I cannot tell why I did not give up 
iJuliHequently, 1 have pasxeil through a time of sorrOM 
and anguish ; and ulthiiugh, in Divine love and mere/) 
I have since been called on to bear a public testimoDi 
tor His name ; yet was 1 not favoured with a lita» 
degree of light, but was, as it were, put into the clefl 
of the rock, while His band covered ine. Poveitv 
dryness, and desertion have been my portion, while, ro 
a considerable time, the language continually sounda 
in my ear, " Died Abner as a fool dieth." t hare beef 
reduced lo live by hope rulher than by faith, and thi 
in so slender a degree, as scarcely worthy the i 
hope; yet, at limes, has my heavenly Father, 
utterable love and riiercy, condescended to visit witit 
His holy presi^nce, opening my understandio 
lesRons of instruction ; and when from season to Neasoa, 
1 have been lamenting my poor lapsed state. He has is 
tender mercy favoured me with the springing Dp oC 
these words of entoiiragemeni, " I vvill never leaM 
tl)ee nor lorsake thee;" also, the words of my dm 
Kedeemer, " Lo ! i am uith you alway, even to tb 
end of the world." My heart would crave, that tbeCR 
may not be left in me either motor branch of e 
'i my reduced state, I feel as if 1 could neither cravc) 
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